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McCARTHY BROTHERS 
have doubled the Sunday 
Collections of more 
parishes than all other 
firms combined! 


Your Present Seat $ 


Offertory $ 
Second $ 
Monthly $ 


TOTAL $ 


WE DOUBLE 


QUOTES 


Success means, usually, a unified effort of 
people, priest and working force but if I may 
single out anyone for special mention it would 
have to be your supervisor of our campaign. 


Our campaign workers were quite literally 
inspired to work far beyond what any of us 
expected of them. 


Over one year has gone by since McCarthy 
Brothers and Associates, Inc. conducted the 
Parish Support Campaign and I am more than 
pleased, in fact amazed with the results. Each 
week since then, the Sunday income has more 
than doubled. 


; McCarthy 


Mc CARTHY 


Daniel J. McCarthy 


THIS AMOUNT 


A stirring campaign that lifted many hearts 
to a truer realization of the precious heritage of 
their Faith. 


This Parish Support Program as set by your 
company has definitely improved parish spirit. 


I heartedly congratulate you and your staff 
for the efficiency and graciousness with which 
they worked. 


In spite of the fact that our parish is centered 


in a low rental housing project,; McCarthy 
Brothers doubled our weekly income. 
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SYMBOL 
OF PERFECTION 
IN FUND RAISING 


: 
- McCarthy 


BROTHERS 


Thomas 


tnd. Associates Ine. 
CATHOLIC FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS 


STAMFORD 
2135 Summer St., Stamford, Conn. 
Tel. Davis 5-3518 


NEW YORK 
290 Park Ave., New York 17. 
Tel. Oregon 9-0287 


345 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


PITTSBURGH BALTIMORE 
330 N. Charles St., Baltimore, Md. 


Tel. Grant 1-4546 Tel. Lexington 9-6321 
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A partial list of ‘Fair Share’ * Capital Fund 


and Increased Income Campaigns 
DIRECTED BY 


Thomas Richard Finn and Associates 


SINCE NOVEMBER, 1959 
Goal Obtained 


COLORADO 
Colorado Springs—Holy Trinity (New Combination Church-School) $120,000... $140,600 
KANSAS 
Leawood. Cure ‘of: Ars (New Parish Plant) ..2.-.. = 740,000. = 216,944 
lathe === Fs St. Paul’s (Debt Liquidation and Completion 
of Parish Plant) __. 100,000______. 117,882 
KENTUCKY 
Ft. Thomas_____..___- St. Thomas (Increased weekly income) _.... 3-000: = 3,400 
LOUISIANA 
New Orleans___------ St. Mary of the Angels (New Combination 
Church and Rectory) _.. 350,000... In Process 
MASSACHUSETTS 
West Newton______.. St. Bernard’s (Grade School Addition 
and New High School) -_- 500,000 775,776 
MISSOURI 
Grandview_._---------.- Coronation of Our Lady (New School and 
Church) == = 55;000222= 80,902 
Independence _____-- Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(Debt Liquidation) _. 175,000... 187,000 
Kansas City. St. Bernadette’s (New Parish Plant) 125, 000222257137;700 
NEBRASKA 
Central City __---- St. Michael’s (New Grade School and Convent) -— 37,500... 43,778 
NEW MEXICO 
Galhsp isa oe, St. Francis (New Church and Rectory) -..... 125,000... 126,803 
OHIO 
CATS I gta be ee Immaculate Conception (Parish Expansion) - 300,000...... - 402,016 
Cincmnatie Sty Jiude‘s» (Schools Expansion). 2.2.2.2: 200 000 L2E. 245.000 
Middletown___.._._- (New kenwickotiigh wschool) ie 2 =. 2. ee 300/000lzees 746,090 
City Parishes of Middletown 
PENNSYLVANIA 
PRITOONG a) 6s St. Mark’s (New Convent & School Remodeling) 150,000... 265,740 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


FAIR SHARE 
\ MT Leah We 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES 


314 East 51st Street 

Kansas City 12, Missouri 
Telephone: Plaza 3-4155 

Nights and Holidays: DElmar 3-2113 


NOW IN OUR 39th YEAR 


* Trademark Registered — Canada / * Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 
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INCREASED 
WEEKLY INCOME 


Techniques that produce the double 
effect of developing a capital fund and 
increasing weekly income are success- 
fully utilized by Hugo A. Gold Co. 
A single campaign suffices for both 


results. 


Write or phone collect to either of our offices 


MIDWEST OFFICE: 
821 No. Karlov Ave. 
Chicago 51, Illinois 
BEImont 5-7055 


WEST COAST OFFICE: 


— 230 First Street East 
ECCLESIASTICAL P.O. Box 725 
FINANCIAL: PLANNERS 


Sonoma, California 


Exclusively Catholic 
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FEATURES 


Editorial 437 Foreign Policy Fundamentals 
442 Our Rebellious Teen-Agers 
450 Thoughts on an Anniversary 
453 A Report on Our Seminaries 
457 Visit to a Mexican Seminary 
462 To Fill Our Convents 
468 How a Census Helped Us 
471 Our Roots in America 
475 Questioning on Self-Abuse 


DEPARTMENTS 
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478 ‘The Star Spangled Banner’ in Church 
481 Separation and the Civil Law 

483 Books in Review 

488 Correspondence 


Cover Bishop-elect William G. Connare has 
been pastor of St. Richard’s, an interra- 
racial parish in Pittsburgh’s Hill District, 
for the past eleven years. He will be con- 
secrated second Bishop of Greensburg 
(Pa.) and installed there on May 4. 


May, 1960 / Volume 16, Number 5 


THE PRIEST is published monthly by Our Sunday Visitor Inc., at Huntington, Indiana. 
Printed in U.S.A. Entered as second-class matter Dec. 20, 1944, at the Post Office 
at Huntington, Indiana under the Act of March 3, 1879. Indexed in the Catholic 
Periodical Index. Member of the Catholic Press Association. «a Address all business 
communications to THE’ PRIEST, Huntington, Indiana. «a Address manuscripts and 
editorial communications to Rev. G. J. Gustafson, St. Thomas Seminary, Kenmore, 
Wash. or Rev. Richard Ginder, St. Mary’s Church, New Castle, Pa. 


EDITORS: Rev. G. J. Gustafson, S.S., M.A., Ph.D. / Rev. Richard aden M.A., S.T.L., 
F.A.G.0. ASSOCIATE EDITORS: Rt. Rev. Win. Newton, P.A., MA, S / Rt. Rev. 
Michael Andrew Chapman / Rev. Walter J. sek Sis M.A., S.T.D. * one Paul R. 
Coyle, J.C.D. BUSINESS MANAGER: F. A. Fink / "ADVERTISING MANAGER: Martin 
—E. Greven / PUBLISHER: Our Sunday Visitor ee Copyright 1960 by Our Sunday 
Visitor Inc., Huntington, Indiana. Printed in U.S.A 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: To members of Catholic Sane and 
religious in the United States, $4.00 per year; $10.00 for three «oe 
years; $15.00 for five years. Canadian and foreign postage ~ ‘ 
50 cents per year additional. To Seminarians, $3.00 per year. 
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As worn without cincture 


MODIFIED JESUIT 
Cincture Included 
No. 385JZC 


Inside tie bands shown above. 23.95 


ZEPHYR CASSOCKS ARE MADE OF CELANESE~ACETATE SHARKSKIN ... 
THE MOST PRACTICAL MATERIAL FOR A HOT WEATHER CASSOCK. 


CHEST 46 
colleen 


CHEST 48 
Collar 


All models and materials can be | Bose of Collar 


to Ankle 


had in the following sizes except 


Utility Cassocks available only in 
62’-60''-58” and 55” lengths, 
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Bulletin Board 


IS Eminence, Cardinal Albert 
Meyer of Chicago has an- 


nounced a Conference for Priests 


on Adult Catechetics to be held 
at the Sherman Hotel, May 30- 
June 1. The Cardinal will address 
the gathering, together with Bish- 
op Sheen, Bishop Greco of Alex- 
andria, La., Fr. Gustave Weigel, 
S.J., and Fr. Joseph DeVault, S.J. 
The Paulists and other specialists 
in convert work will be represent- 
ed. All priests everywhere are in- 
vited to participate. Address: 

Rev. Thomas McDonough 

5735 University Avenue 

Chicago 37 


The Pontifical Gregorian Univ- 
ersity has just published the pro- 
gram of its newly reorganized In- 
stitute of Social Sciences. Founded 
in 1951, the Institute presently 
numbers some 100 priest-students 
from all over the world. Twenty 
Jesuits, especially trained in the 
social sciences at both American 
and European universities, have 
been brought to Rome to teach the 
program. Four are Americans; the 
rest, although from eight other 
countries, all speak English. 

There are courses in sociology 
and economics, Marxism, and soc- 
ialism, leading to the degrees of 
bachelor, master, and doctor. 


A Pastoral Institute for the ad- 
vanced study of contemporary 
parish problems will be held June 
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SACRA-KIT 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick Call Set 


for these reasons ... 


@ Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 

@ Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 

@ Tough, attractive leatherette fah- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won’t show its age! 

@ Compact: 11144x10%y"’x4” overall. 

@ Pull-out drawer provide instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 
plus purificator, cotton receptacles 
and other sick call needs. 

@ Complete with removable crucifix, 
two glass-enclosed candles, exclus- 
ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 

. . EVERYTHING you need al- 
ways at your fingertips! 

®@ Satisfaction guaranteed! 


Ideal gift for priests anytime! 
only $29.75 complete 
F.0.B. MINNEAPOLIS 
or order from your local 
church goods dealer 
MFG. BY 


L. A. CALHOUN CO. 
4020 ELLIOT AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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Just Published! . . . 


THE CONVERT'S 
MANUAL 


“I like the Convert’s 
Manual as good peda- 
gogy, built on a lifetime 
of teaching.” 


Having long known the 
zeal and exactness of Fath- 
er Sidney A. Raemers in his 
preparation for teaching the 
truths of Faith, I am happy 
to write a few words about 
the ‘Convert’s Manual.” 
While Father Raemers al- 
ways insisted that experi- 
ence had taught him in what 
order to proceed with his 
instructions, I am delighted 
to find that his order and 
that of St. Thomas Aquinas 
in his Summa Theologica 
coincide. Father Raemers 
starts with God as did the 
Angelic Doctor. Father 
Raemers’ questions and an- 
swers are short, exact and 
delightfully clear. From the 
Introduction by His Excel- 
lency Thomas K. Gorman, 
D.D., Bishop of Dallas-Fort 
Worth. 


LIMITED First Edition 
$3.00 postpaid 


Order direct from the author 


SIDNEY A. RAEMERS, 
M.A., Ph.D. 
Lake Mead Base 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
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19-August 14 at Conception Semi- 
nary, Conception, Missouri. Al- 


though the full course runs for ~ 


eight weeks, any number of two 
week periods may be attended 


The Institute will be open to 
priests and clerics in major or- 
ders, both diocesan and religious. 
It is designed to furnish instruc- 
tion going beyond what can be 
imparted in the regular four-year 
course of theology, in those 
branches and skills that make a 
priests an able pastor of souls. 
The courses are also selected in 
accordance with the requirements 
of the apostolic constitution Sedes 
sapientiae and the annexed Statuta 
generalia. For the religious who 
attend, these days of class may 
count toward the days of formal 
instruction required by the Con- 
stitution. It is intended that the 
Institute should be an annual af- 
fair. For information, write to 


Director of the Pastoral 
Institute 

Conception Seminary 
Conception, Missouri 


Seven nationally known Scrip- 
tural scholars will staff the faculty 
of a Summer Biblical Institute for 
priests, to run from July 4th to 
July 15th at Maryknoll Seminary, 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. The Institute 
is calculated to help parish priests 
keep abreast of current Biblical 
scholarship. 

Participating are Msgr. John 
Oesterreicher; Fr. Roland Murphy, 
O.P., of C.U.A.; Fr. Barnabas Mary 
Ahern, C.P., of Louisville; Fr. John 
McConnell, M.M., of Maryknoll, 
N.Y., Fr. Thomas Barrosse, C.S.C., 
of Holy Cross College; Fr. George 
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tizes why this 71-year aid organization 
Church related insurance for its 
Parishes and Religious Orde 


CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICA a 
Dedicated to the Temporal Needs of the Church é 
BOX 11 : MAHA 1, NEBRASK 
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SPECIAL 
REDUCED 


PRICES ON 


Note: 


No. 


The 


Altar Missals 
and Breviaries 


We are offering these books 

at lower prices for following 

reasons: 

1. They do not contain the 
New Holy Week Liturgy. 

2: ane latest Feasts, (Saint 
Pius X, Queenship of Mary, 
Saint Joseph the Worker), 
are bound in the back of 
the volumes instead of be- 
ing bound in their proper 
places. 


25 Missale Romanum 


With U. S. Feasts, small 4to, (8” 

x 11”), printed in black and red. 

First grade red morocco, gold 

stamping, gold insides, red under 
gold edges, (Binsing 17 

Regularly: $55.00 

SPECIAL PRICE: $30.00 net 


. 28 Be aviariunt Romanum 


4 volume, 18mo, (4”% x 34” x 
11," weight of Sach NORE: 
oz. New Psalter, complete 
%, Supplement. First grade 
BieeL morocco, round corners, 
gold edges, cBinding 18133) 
egularly: $49.00 
SPECIAL PRICES $29.50 net 
First grade black morroco, round 
corners, red under gold edges, 
(Binding 1903) 
gularly: $54.00 


SPECIAL PRICES $32.00 net 


up-to-date editions of the 


above are available at the regular 
prices indicated. 


DESCLEECO., INC. 


280 Broadway, New York 7, N.Y. 
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CHESS HTHHHOHOHHHAHHHHHHHHSHHCHOEHEHOGHHOD 


S. Glanzman, S.J., of Woodstock, 
Md., and Fr. William Moran, S.J., 


of the Pontifical Biblical Institute, 


Rome. 


Each week of the Institute is — 


complete in itself and priests may. 
sign up for both weeks or either 
one. Address: 
The Summer Biblical In- 
stitute 
21 W. Superior Street 
Chicago 10 


An Institute of Liturgical Music, 
largely modeled after the Corso 
Ordinario of Gregorian Chant at 
the Pontifical Institute of Sacred 
Music in Rome, well be held June 
20-July 30 at St. Joseph’s College, 
Rensselaer, Indiana. The program 
is open to both clergy and laity. 

The Institute promises a com- 
prehensive program of _ theory, 
chant, polyphony, organ, etc., lead- 
ing to the B.A. in Liturgical Music 
or to a Certificate in the same 
field. All courses in chant and 
polyphony will be taught by in- 
structors schooled at the Pontifi- 
cal Institute in Rome. 

For further information, write to 
Fr. Lawrence Heiman, 
C.PP.S. 

St. Joseph’s College 
Rensselaer, Indiana 


Our Careful Readers 


WE hear from Msgr. Donnellan’s 
office in New York that the 
article on the “saturation” voca- 


tion program in our February is- 


sue, tied in with the cover picture, 


drew almost 500 requests for the | 
sample booklets and information. | 
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BRAND NEW — and a “must” for renee 
| ty priest engaged in convert work! . 
Wer! shy 


em =—sTHE PARISH PRIEST’S 
“ees | GUIDE T0 
INQUIRY CLASSES 


“This timely work ... comes to grip with 
the central problem in convert work today.” 
Rev. John A. O’Brien 


Dir. Bur. of Convert Research, Univ. of Notre Dame 


A complete guide for setting.up and running 
successful inquiry classes! Tells you how to 
start, advertise, get a crowd, teach and test 
them, problem cases, how to receive and 
follow up the convert. Fully indexed, with 
bibliography at end of every chapter. By 10 
Paulist Fathers with wide convert experi- 
ence. Edited by Rev. John Mitchell, C.S.P. 
256 pp. $5.95 


BRAND NEW — an ideal gift for every convert! 
BV REV AER 
i 


Wena HANDBOOK FOR NEW CATHOLICS 


for NEW by Rev. Aloysius J. Burggraff, C.S.P. Contains all 

ne the “little things” a convert must know but which 
(ATHOLIC 4s cannot be covered in basic instructions. Confession 
Ly Ban pe details after the first one, guide to fast days, etc. 
Father Burggraff has instructed converts for over 
30 years, knows how to encourage and direct them. 
An ideal gift for the sponsor to give the new Cath- 
olickat, Baptism: 192 pp ios siesseeceee ee $1.25 


PAULIST PRESS, oom 510, 401 W. 59th St., New York 19, N. Y. 


Send books below, in quantities noted. Bill me. 


Lo ae a PRIEST’S GUIDE @ $5.95 —_............ HANDBOOK @ $1.25 
BAS WAED RAH eG Hee eN escola RNa hoe 0): qt Ly © Mia eleral tue end ee ie tala te eet 
SER orentete Neate es RENE RIN Sree cc R d aa 2 hsh Aco cteacn ce ceysuoetiaqunneenonechctrdenspdeeosbatguvecevsapsneseapeo 
SABO EOWA OS NOT: go Ore er (eed ao) or So 1 Hea EME ar agree 
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DISPOSABLE 
BOBACHES 


and Candle Shields 


Parishes are 4 
saving time 
and _ expense 
with low-cost 
bobaches (4”) 
and candle shields 


pressed alumin- 
um foil. 
Send $1.00 fo 


trial : 


es and literature. 


Aluminum Foil Fackaging Co. 
FT. MADISON, IOWA 


Neat, Modern, Thro-Away 
“CHAPLAIN” 
COLLARS 


ONE LOW PRICE 


4 dozen for $5.00 


Be neat, comfortable, and SAVE money! 
Only one style; double-ply and reversible. 
No wilting, no fraying, no hot synthetic 
look. When fresh-look fades, just throw 
collar away! Front 156” packed flat, per- 
fect for travel! If in doubt, specify shirt 
collar size. Money Back Guarantee. 
Postage prepaid in Ns B.A. 
Sorry, No C.0.D 
Westport Fibercraft Co., +1 obese gc 
| enclose $5 for FOUR DOZEN “Chaplain” 
style collars in the size circled below: 
14% 15 15 16 16% 17 17 Vo 


NOMNG 2 fo St ees 


Address________ 
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This sort of thing completely stam- 
pedes the professional advertising 
consultants. They simply don’t 
know what to make of it. Those 
who missed that article, by the 
way, can get complete information 
by writing to Father Alvin A. Illig, 
C.S.P. at the Paulist Press, 180 
Varick Street, New York 14. 


The Sisters at the Carmelite 
Monastery in Cleveland advise us 
that they do not — repeat: do not 
retail penitential instruments. 
Their address crept into a recent 
issue of this magazine in that con- 
nection and the resultant mail has 
been quite a burden to the poor 
Sisters. 


If anyone tries to tell you that 
it was the Anglicans who devised 
our clerical garb, just ask him 
how it came to be called the “Ro- 
man” collar. Anyone can wear a 
black suit, but it is the collar that 
is crucial. 


A Hagiographical Quiz 


ee answers to the quiz reprint- 

ed last month under this col- 
umn from the London Tablet are 
as follows: 

1. The Carthusians. 

as (a) St. Ulric of Augsburg | 
in 993; (b) St. Carlo da Sezze and | 
St. Gioacchina de Vedruna de Mas 
in April, 1959. 

3. Thirty-five canonized (full 
list available); 17 men and 18 wo- | 
men. 

4. St. Thomas of Canterbury 
and St. Alphege. 

5. St. Jerome on Pelagius. 
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We believe it is important that those to whom we offer our serv- 
ices be given a bit more insight into Lawson Associates than just 
an accounting of the campaigns we have been privileged to direct. 
Therefore, in this space for some time yet, will appear a series 
of statements outlining some of the beliefs which guide us. 


> 
A CODE 


Do no evils: and ne evils shall lay hold of thee. 

Depart from the unjust: and eyils shall depart from thee. 

My son, sow not evils in the furrows of unjustice; and thou 
shalt not reap them sevenfold. — 

Devise not a lie against thy brother: neither do the like against 
thy friend. 

Hate not laborious works, nor husbandry ordained by the 
Most High. 

Do not transgress against thy friend deferring money, nor 
despise thy dear brother for the sake of gold. 

Hurt not the servant that worketh faithfully, nor the hired man 
that giveth thee his life. 

With all thy soul fear the Lord, and reverence his priests. 

In all thy works remember thy last end, and thou shalt never 
sin, 

Ecciesiasticus 7 


LAWSOn AS SOCIATES inc. 


Home Office: 
53 North Park Avenue, Rockville Centre, New York, Rockville Centre 6-8000 


Branches: 


3545 Lindell Boulevard 24 North Wabash Avenue 101 Jones Building 
St. Louis, Missouri Chicago 2, Illinois Seattle, Washington 
Jefferson 5-6022 Financial 6-4504 Mutual 2-3691 


430 West Monroe Street 2015 J Street 624-736 Granville Street 


Jacksonville 2, Florida Sacramento 14, California Vancouver, B. C. 
Elgin 3-3226 Hickory 6-5759 Mutual 4-2618 
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ideal gifts to 


your Seminarians... 


CHRIST in the 
SEMINARIAN 


A new OSV book by Father Rich- 
ard Klaver, Spiritual Director of 
Our Lady of the Lake Seminary. 
Father Klaver’s many years of ex- 
erience and sincere interest in 
elping seminarians to reach spir- 
itual maatinity have produced this 
176-page book which will greatly 
help all youne men preparing for 
the priesthoo 


CHRIST IN THE SEMINARIAN 
is a book our seminarians will en- 
joy reading and will find helpful 
ee their seminary train- 
ing. Bi suey Pursley recommends 
this book highly in the Introduct- 
ion. Surely, this informative and 
inspiring book will be a most ap- 
preciated remembrance. 


$1.50 per copy 
(ORDER BOOK No. 776) 


ORDER FROM 


Our Sunday Visitor Ine. 


HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 
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6. (a) St. Alphonsus Liguori; 
(b) St. John Chrysostom; (c) St.- 
John Eudes. 

7. St. Pantaleone (sic). 

8. (a) St. Teresa of Avila on 
St. Peter of Alcantara; (b) St. 
Paul_on St. Timothy; (c) St. Ber- 
nard of Clairvaux (to the Pope) 
on St. William of York; (d) St. 
Augustine on St. Ambrose. 

9. St. Peter Canisius (June 21st, 
1925). 


10. St. Macrina the Younger, 
sister of St. Basil the Great, St. 
Gregory of Nyssa, and St. Peter 
of Sebaste; daughter of St. Basil 
the Elder and St. Emmelia; and 
grand-daughter of St. Macrina the 
Elder. 


11. St. Pancratius and St. Ser- 
vatius. The ICE Saints (cp. May 
12th, 13th and 14th). 

12. (a) St. Bernard; (b) St. 
Dominic; (c) St. Benedict. 

13. (a) St. Cunegunda; (b) St. 
Peter Martyr; (c) St. Gertrude of 
Nivelles. 

14. St. Columba and St. Finnian 
of Moville; St. Finnian won. 

15. (a) “St. Napoleon;” (b) 
“St. Expeditus,” “St. Decimil.” 

16. They all abandoned the le- 
gal profession for the Church. 

V7 St® Chad 

18. (a) St. Aloysius Gonzaga; 
(b) St. Camillus de Lellis; (c) St. 
Malachy; (d) St. Ignatius of An- 
tioch; (e) St. Anthony Claret; (f) 
St. Sebald (or Siward); (g) St. 
Isaac Jogues; (h) St. Francis | 
Xavier Cabrini; (i) St. Macarius; | 
(j) St. Verena. 

19. St. Joseph for Carpenters; 
St. Crispin for Shoemakers; St. 
Luke for Painters. 

20. St. Pacian. 
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LUX UNIQUE 100% BEESWAX 


| May / 1960 


| with Pyrex Glass followers 

| ARE BEST TO USE for 

Mass and all Devotions. 
Forty Hour Devotion candles 
are our specialty. 


BECAUSE... 
1. Of their NEAT burning 


quality and appearance. 
(no dripping, smoking 
or bending) 


. of their ECONOMY 


The burning time of Lux 
special wick 100% beeswax 
candles exceeds that of 
most candles of the same 
size and quality. 


SAMPLES 
sent free upon request 


THE LUX 
CANDLE COMPANY, Inc. 


Ipswich, South Dakota 


CANDLES 


fH LUX SPECIAL WICK 
| 100% BEESWAX CANDLES 
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21. St. Thomas Apostle (Didy- 
mus). Possibly also SS. Benedict 
and Scholastica; SS. Cosmas and 
Damian; and SS. Gervase and 
Protase. 


DACRON & COTTON 


Wash and Wear 
Neckband 
SHIRTS 
White 
or Black 


65 % Dacron and 
35% Combed 
Egyptian Cotton 
@ Wash-Dry 
Ready to Wear 


2 tor 543.95 


$7.50 each 
High Count 
Combed Cotton Broadcloth 


White — $3.90 each — 3 for $11.25 
Black — $4.75 each — 3 for $13.75 


Suits - Cassocks - Coats 
MAIL ORDER—SEND FOR CATALOG 


M. H. PIERCE & CO. 


Manufacturers of Shirts for The Clergy 
Dept. P., PORT CHESTER, N. Y. 


22. Newman jokingly wrote thus 
of an Oratorian lay-brother who 
caused great amusement, and list- 
ed his “relics” which would be 
shown later as “a double tooth 
and knuckle bone.” 


23. (a) St. Francis de Sales; 
(b) St. Gregory VII  (Hilde- 
brand); (c) St. Thomas Acquinas; 
(d) St. Pius X; (e) St. Ignatius 
Loyola; (f) St. John Vianney. 


Short & Long 


ROM an English reader we 

learn that a verger in a pro- 
vincial church was showing a 
visitor around, and the stranger 
admired the large carved bosses 
on the oaken altar rails. The ver- 
ger put out a restraining hand. 

“Don’t touch the knobs, sir,” he 
said. “They be holy knobs. Bishop 
be shortsighted, and last time he 
were here, he confirmed two of 
them.” 


The same correspondent, read- 
ing about the parson who began 
his address, “As God has said, 
and rightly .. .,” was reminded 
of the preacher who started off 
in similiar vein: ‘As Paul says, 
and I agree with him... ” 


—_——§MICROSOUND——— 


1700 WALNUT STREET / BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 


CONFESSIONAL HEARING AIDS 


NO SOUND FEED BACK 
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The PRIEST 


MAY, 1960 / VOL. 16, NO. 5 


~" (EORGE F. KENNAN is not a 
’ “politician. Rather, he wears 
% the honorific title, “statesman,” 
# freely accorded to him by his 
i admiring generation. Do not ask 
#us to explain the distinction 
i since we concede that, to use 
Hone of Mr. Kennan’s favorite 
terms, the whole matter is “am- 
{ biguous.” But for all that, Mr. 
= Kennan has served in public 
6 honor as Ambassador to the 
®@ Soviet Union (1952-53) and 
has fathered the ‘containment 
§| policy” which is said to domin- 
| ate U.S. foreign policy. He is 
) currently professor at the Insti- 
) tute for Advanced Study, Prin- 
» ceton University, where almost 
{ex officio one is accorded the 
i highest scholastic status on the 
American scene. This may be 
} regarded, perhaps, as the near- 
4 est approximation we have to 
9 the French Academy. 


/ It was, then, with a cer- 
} tain amount of eagerness that 
) we undertook to read his “For- 
¥ eign Policy and Christian Con- 
} science” in the May (1959) is- 
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Foreign Policy Fundamentals 


sue of The Atlantic Monthly 
(reprinted in symposium form 
by the Peace Foundation Pro- 
gram of the American Friends 
Service Committee, together 
with comments by Georgia 
Harkness, professor of applied 
theology at the Pacific School 
of Religion, John Courtney 
Murray, S.J., who needs no in- 
troduction, Eugene Carson 
Blake, stated clerk, General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., Ernest W. 
Lefever, lecturer in internation- 
al relations at American Uni- 
versity and Stewart Mecham of 
the American Friends Service 
Committee). 


Unfortunately our eagerness 
began to give way to frustra- 
tion only too soon, which 
mounted as we _ worked our 
way laboriously through the 
difficult argumentation, or bet- 
ter, attempted exposition, for 
what we found most sorely 
wanting was argumentation. 

Mr. Kennan began with a dis- 
tinction between “questions of 
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method” and “questions of 
purpose,” the former being a 
much more fitting subject for 
“Christian concern”; but, to our 
confusion, then proceeded to 
set the one off against the oth- 
er. We felt that we were being 
confronted by an opposition or 
a dilemna between means and 
ends, the like of which we had 
never witnessed before. 


Thus, when we come to meth- 
od, “in a sense, one can hardly 
go wrong.” The government, 
contends Mr. Kennan, cannot 
fully know what it is doing but 
it can always know how it is 
doing it, ‘‘and it can be as sure 
that good methods will be in 
some way useful as that bad 
ones will be in some way per- 
nicious.” 


The area of “Christian con- 
cern” then, is the method itself 
divorced somehow from rather 
inexplicable and _ inscrutable 
purposes it would seem to us 
to entail, or else which would, 
themselves, seem to us to de- 
termine method. What matters 
to a Christian is whether a gov- 
ernment pursues its policies 
“in a patient and conciliatory 
and understanding way, re- 
specting the interests of others 
and infusing its behavior with 
a high standard of decency and 
honesty and humanity” or 
whether it shows itself “petty, 


exacting, devious, and _ self- 
righteous.” Fear not little na- 
tions — “sheer good manners 


will bring some measure of re- 
A222 


demption to even the most dis- 
astrous undertaking.” _ 


A further limitation is now 
imposed on the Christian con- 
science: “In the fabric of inter- 
national life, there are a great 


many questions that have no 
- certain significance at all.” Mr. — 


Kennan lists by way of exam- 
ple “commercial _ interests, 
prestige considerations, fears” 
or “whether the free trade area 
or the common market prevails 
in Europe, whether the British 
fish or do not fish in Icelandic 
territorial waters or even 
whether Indians or Pakistani 
run Kashmir.” One _ cannot 
conclude that this sort of thing 
“matters generally to God.” 


A Sound Principle? 


Still further, it would be well 
to be quite humble about mak- 
ing decisions. A statesman is 
“best off when he is guided by 
firm and sound principle in- 
stead of (italics ours) depend- 
ing exclusively on his own far- 
sightedness and powers of cal- 
culation.” How one will come 
to recognize a firm and sound 
principle in view of such a 
stricture is not readily appar- 
ent. We ourselves preferred 
another of Mr. Kennan’s formu- 
lations of his self-doubting: “It 
seems to me that there are 
times when we have no choice 
but to follow the dictates of 
our conscience, to throw our- 
selves on God’s mercy and not 
to ask too many questions.” Un- 
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/ avoidably one finds “in the mo- 
| tives and workings of the polit- 
* ical process much that is am- 
» biguous in the Christian sense.” 
' Then there is the inevitable, if 
} ill founded, note of optimism— 
) “Christian meaning” can at 
# least be sought (if not found) 
' “in the methods of our diplo- 
) macy where decency and hu- 
1 manity of spirit can never fail 
) to serve the Christian cause.” 

What is one to think of such 
} a position? Notwithstanding 
} the high moral intensity of the 
» author or the patent nobility of 
1 his own good will, we must, 
) albeit reluctantly, dismiss such 
} a view as almost entirely irre- 
9 levant to that Christian concern 
/ which it was his purpose to il- 
luminate. At best, it serves to 
/ indicate a morality of good in- 
' tentions which as thoroughly 
| subjective can save souls but 
{ not situations. Unless one is to 
) postulate an immortal Moses 
eternally descending from Sinai 
in moments of crisis with new 
| tablets to guide the Chosen 
Race, one is left unguided and 
| defenseless, This, alas, is mor- 
i ality in the void. 
y In a practical way—and cer- 
tainly the moralist is concern- 
ed with practice—it is no mor- 
ality at all. If we in the U.S. 
have really been following Mr. 
Kennan’s policies then we have 
had in effect no policy at all. 
The suspicion rises and will not 
be downed that this may well 
be what is wrong. When, for 
example, Khrushchev came to 
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the United States, that vague 
sort of sentimental good will 
which by and large seems to 
have been the motive for the 
invitation diffused itself into an 
atmosphere of somewhat pious, 
altogether naive, optimism and 
complacency: good methods 
will be “in some way useful’; 
bad methods will be “in some 
way pernicious’; and, surely, to 
welcome Mr. Khrushchev was 
an exemplification of the Bro- 
therhood of Man. It needs a 
bit of doing to forget poor 
Hungary which almost bled to 
death under this same Georgian 
blood-letter but it can be done. 
Mr. Kennan, as a case in point, 
does it — he writes, blandly, 
with no mention of Hungary, 
that “The Soviet government, 
as distinct from the Chinese 
government (why distinguish? 
one would ask) has been rap- 
idly evolving since’ Stalin’s 
death.” This, we allow, is a 
monumental tribute to Mr. 
Kennan’s powers of abstraction. 

The Kennan outlook, while it 
puzzles us, has its roots in his- 
tory. Fr. Murray in contrast 
supplies the time honored tra- 
ditional approach, never more 
necessary than now. What, he 
asks in effect, are the basic de- 
terminants of the morality of 
human action (whether indivi- 
dual or collective)? What is the 
structure of a moral act? Can 
there be a “purely formal cate- 
gory without objective moral 
content, determinate or at least 
determinable’? 
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-As for the background to this 
kind of thinking, we feel sure 
that Fr. Murray has not only 
uncovered it but incidentally 
uncovered the cause of the em- 
barrassment in our own mind 
and in the mind of two others 
in the symposium who offered 
views contrary to Mr. Kennan’s. 
The distinguished diplomat has 
been fighting an old-fashioned 
voluntarism that found the su- 
preme and_ all-encompassing 
will of God expressed, ready at 
hand, in the Bible. This was 
“a morality of facile absolutes,” 
says Fr. Murray. 

But Mr. Kennan has in part 
succumbed to his adversary: 
“The reason is that he himself 
is trapped, perhaps without 
knowing it, in the mode of mor- 
al thought that he rejects,” 
wanting only to know (not 
asking too many questions) 
what is the will of God, if, in- 
deed, it has been revealed on 
this or that particular point; 
otherwise the issue is still, like 
many others, “ambiguous.” 


God’s Clear Will 


One can see in this attitude 
the rejection of what is often 
termed casuistry in a contemp- 
tuous use of that honorable 
term, for one need not, with 
God’s will made always mani- 
fest, bother with pedestrian 
“cases.” Or if God’s will is not 
clear, neither is there any pos- 
sibility or need of moral judg- 
ment. Think of Calvin at Gene- 
va and you will know what 
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Kennan is probably trying to 
refute. Calvin lived in his own 
delightful world of absolute 
certitudes. It was both a civil 
and a moral offense for women 
to wear gay hats: coming late 
to services was not merely a 
sin but a crime; a child was be- 
headed for striking its parents; — 
and all this was pretty much 
on a level of equality. Calvin 
knew the will of God in every 
aspect of human behavior. 

Not only Mr. Kennan but a 
lot of others cannot fail to note 
the terrifying incongruity of all 
that. But Mr. Kennan and oth- 
ers have fallen into an empty 
moralizing that deals with atti- 
tudes not things. 

Thus when he attempts to 
apply his criterion to such mor- 
al problems of today as the 
“competition with Moscow,” 
“the tragedy of colonialism,” 
“forms of aid to underdevelop- 
ed peoples,” the U.N. War or 
the atom, reality slips through 
the loose meshes of his categor- 
ies. It is not that he fails to 
make some penetrating obser- 
vations, for the man is intelli- 
gent, of course, and practical, 
but that they seem now hit or 
miss, or at times unsubstantiat- 
ed by evidence and rather “in- 
tuitive,’ or no more than 
shrewd insights or, finally, am- 
biguous Christian platitudes. It 
is not his intelligence at all but 
the inadequacies of the ap- 
proach. 

Besides Fr. Murray (whom 
we have had to cite in a cur- 
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>» sory way that does not reveal 
ihis mastery), both Georgia 
Harkness and Ernest Lefever 
+ have made keen and pertinent 
} Observations. “If God is con- 
@ cerned with the whole of hu- 
{ man history,” “and if every 
} such question affects the well- 
) being of persons somewhere, as 
) I believe to be true, there is no 
} ethically neutral political ques- 
) tion”—including fishing off Ice- 
# landic shores and the Indian- 
) Pakistani dispute — “There is 
} nothing affecting the lives of 
} persons which ought to be 
i viewed by Christians as an 
} amoral matter.” 

Mr. Lefever puts his case this 
1 way: that “Mr. Kennan fails to 
@ see that calculation is both a 
} political and a moral necessity.” 
) With what is called a “natural 
+ law” theory—to the puzzlement 
1 of contemporaries who do not 
+ know the vocabulary—Mr. Le- 
@ fever is at least in large part in 
j agreement here. Ethics, he 
) notes, “is inescapably involved 
» in political calculations. It is 
) involved in the choices of ends 
i and the selection of means ap- 
) propriate to these ends.” Mr. 
; Lefever points out that Mr. 
} Kennan is now a moral absolu- 
| tist when dealing with war and 
| the A-bomb, now a kind of 
) moral relativist (our term) 
/ dealing with the U.N. or 
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colonialism or foreign aid. He 
adds the timely warning with 
regard to Russia and atomic 
stockpiling and cessation of nu- 
clear testing that both states- 
men and moralists are obligated 
to calculate the risks to human 
life in two competing courses 
of action. “In debating these 
questions, morally concerned 
persons sometimes forget that 
facts are just as important as 
dreams.” 


It would seem that in view of 
the complexities of our modern 
world one had better indulge 
less and less in dreams and 
concentrate more and more on 
facts. But those same facts 
once faced need to be handled 
by an ethical and moral ap- 
proach adequate to the situa- 
tion. One had better beat a re- 
treat back to the old standards 
of ‘object, end and circum- 
stances.” This other kind of ex- 
istential “agony” over the am- 
biguities of conduct which rep- 
resents a Kierkegaardian “fear 
and trembling” beclouds the in- 
tellect and paralyzes the will. 


“The native hue of resolution 
is sicklied o’er with the pale 
cast of thought; and enterpris- 
es of great pith and moment 
with this regard their currents 
turn away and lose the name 
of action.” — G.J.G. 


++ + 


St. John Bosco use to say, “I know of only two educational 
instruments, Holy Communion and the rod. I have given up the 
rod and now use only Holy Communion.” 
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Our Rebellious Teen-Agers 


ROBERT MEREDITH 


HY have our children be- 

come so disobedient? The 
question is asked over and over 
by frustrated parents — and 
pastors. This appears.to be a 
principally American phenom- 
enon, although reports from 
other countries indicate that 
the contagion is beginning to 
spread. 

In one of his recent columns, 
a priest-counselor quoted a let- 
ter from a 15-year-old girl, 
who asked him: “Is it very 
wrong for a girl to date a boy 
against her parents’ wishes?” 
She went on to say that the 
boy in question was non-Cath- 
olic, and that the only way she 
could see him was to use vari- 
ous excuses “like attending 
school affairs.” The priest said 
in reply: “Do I really have to 
answer this one for you? It 
seems to me that one of the Ten 
Commandments covers’ the 
ground fairly well, or do they 
not teach this in religion class- 
es any more?” 

The emphasis is mine. It is 
a very important question. It 
is an undisputed fact that many 
of our fellow-countrymen have 
no religion at all, and that 
thousands of nominal Chris- 
tians are very hazy indeed as 
to what they really believe. 
This being the case, there 
should be a marked difference 
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Are their 


texts at fault? 


between the behavior of Am- 
erican children in general and 
that of Catholic children 
brought up in homes where the 
parents are practicing Catho- 
lics—particularly those edu- 
cated in Catholic schools. Un- 
happily, there is not. Not only 
is this shown by juvenile de- 
linquency records, but Father 
Fichter, S.J. reported (with a 
strange complacency) that his 
sociological study showed the 
standards of conduct of Catho- 
lic school and public school 
children to be about alike. 


Many pastors are frankly 
puzzled’ over the conduct of 
children in their parishes, and 
of their general attitude toward 
authority. They blame lax par- 
ents, the trend of the times, 
comic books, television. All 
these play a part; no doubt 
about it. But they cannot fully 
account for the situation that 


confronts us. The fact of the | 
matter is that progressive edu- | 


cation (whether it calls itself 
by that name or not) has play- 
ed havoc with the fourth com- 
mandment; and while the 
commandment is still taught 
in our religion classes, there is 
reason to wonder how much it 


is being offset by other teach- | 


ing material and by current 


practices used in the school 
curriculum. 
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A Look at the Texts 


I am aware that to many this 
) will be a startling statement. 
| Unfortunately, because of their 
# many other duties, most priests 
» have not had the time to ac- 
+ quaint themselves with the ma- 
; terial that is used in their own 
) schools, let alone in the pub- 
| lic schools. Let us review some 
, of the textbooks and some of 
i the ideas that are currently in 
; use. 


} The “Faith And Freedom” 
} readers are widely used in our 
/ own schools. Let us examine 
the fifth reader, called These 
| Are Our People, which con- 


i tains two stories described in 


/a recent letter to The Catho- 
i lic Educator as “dedicated to 
| the proposition that children 
i know better than their par- 
i ents.” 


_ The book opens with a story 
| about a small boy whose 
| friends came from all walks of 
| life—from the public school, 
; and from “many races and re- 
| ligions.” They include a little 
| Chinese boy, a little colored 
| boy, and a boy “whose father 
had been arrested by the po- 
lice.” (This combination might 
leave the impression in the 
_ child’s mind that being Chi- 
nese, colored, and arrested by 
the police have something in 
common—but let that pass.) 
Eddie’s family is planning a 
party for him — a surprise 
party, due to his proclivity for 
inviting “queer children,” 
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An epidemic of measles 
keeps all of the invited guests 
from attending; and Eddie, 
having learned of the party by 
accident, invites Yim Kee and 
George Washington Lee and 
the boy whose father was ar-— 
rested and 21 other children 
(who had, by a stroke of good 
fortune, escaped the measles). 
None of these 24 thought of 
asking their parents’ permis- 
sion to attend the party; they 
just. went along, and a fine 
time was had by all. It was 
clear to Eddie’s family—and it 
could hardly escape the young 
readers, since it was so plainly 
pointed out that Eddie’s 
judgment was far better than 
that of his family, and that he 
had the makings of a much 
better citizen than the rest of 
them. 


Disobedience Uncensured 


This is comparatively mild. 
But a little further along, we 
have a story about some chil- 
dren who were going to a fes- 
tival, the oldest driving the 
car. When they stopped for 
gasoline, they noticed an an- 
gry-looking boy, shabbily 
dressed. The children recalled 
that their father had told them 
it was dangerous to pick up 
strangers, but they picked the 
boy up anyway. They dropped 
him where he said he was to 
meet his father. On their re- 
turn, they noticed that he was 
still there. Obviously, he did 
not meet his father, and prob- 
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ably he never intended to. This 
did not surprise the children 
much, since the boy had told 
numerous “tall tales” along the 
way. So they picked him up 
again and returned him to the 
starting point. This little idyll 
ends with the children singing 
“America the Beautiful.” 


Clearly, since things went so 
well, the children did well to 
disobey their father, since 
their idea was to help the boy; 
and the danger of picking up 
hitch-hikers was not worthy of 
much consideration. What other 
impression could the little 
reader possibly receive? 


Some teachers say they can 
counteract such stories. But 
even if they can, which is un- 
certain, why should we have 
any material that needs to be 
counteracted? A review of our 
older readers—the New Cen- 
tury, or the La Salle series— 
shows that they gave the chil- 
dren literary selections by dis- 
tinguished authors, chosen with 
a view to imparting ideas of 
obedience, courage, honesty, 
faith, self-sacrifice, patience, 
and the like. Have we discard- 
ed all interest in these admir- 
able virtues and _ substituted 
“democracy” as the highest 
value? 

Before we proceed with our 
discussion of current textbooks, 
let us stop to consider the 
question that at once presents 
itself: why have our teachers 
and educators adopted this 
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type of material? The reason is 
simple. It is because they are 
being conditioned to accept it 
in teacher-training classes. I~ 
purposely did not add “in non- — 
Catholic universities,’ because 
frequently the secularist meth- 
ods are brought back from 
these institutions into our own, 
and are then handed on as ac- 
cepted Catholic methods. (We 
often lose students who would 
make fine Catholic teachers, 
because they cannot stomach 
the “methodology” taught in 
education classes, and drop 
out.) 

In some education classes, for 
example (and this includes 
Catholic education classes), a 
book called These Are Your 
Children, by Bauer, Shacter, 
and Jenkins is being used. The 
first two authors, in some of 
their other writings, have 
shown their ideas to be com- 
pletely at odds with Catholic 
thinking; but this has not de- 
terred Catholic educators from 
using their material. To cite 
some of their statements: Dr. 
Bauer writes, in a book called 
Stop Annoying Your Children, 
that while many people turn to 
their clergymen for guidance, 
“unfortunately, there are cer- 
tain clergymen, particularly of 
the older groups, who are too 
prone to magnify the ‘sinful- 
ness’. of children,’ and _ that 
“the clergyman who is narrow- 
ly theological in his concepts 
... will probably do more harm 
than good.” 
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Dr. Shacter writes in a book 
for young women, called How 
Personalities Grow, that “The 
behavior which seeks to satisfy 
and reduce those (sexual) ten- 
4 sions is influenced by social 
¢ custom. It is acceptable beha- 
vior if it does not go contrary 
to the manners of the day.” 
She tells the young women 
that all their inhibitions “may 
» not be wisely developed”; that 
’ the thing is to know “what you 
as an individual can tolerate.” 


Is Obedience Obsolete? 


In These Are Your Children, 
the book I mentioned as being 
used in education classes, the 
authors explain that when par- 
ents object to their children’s 
staying home alone or going out 
on dates at age 14 or so, it is 
because said parents do not 
want to be “dated,” and dislike 
having grown-up _ children! 
The book refers to “ethical” 
values—but NEVER does it refer 
to obedience. This concept has 
apparently gone by the board 
in “modern” education. Some 
texts in educational psychology 
openly deny its value. 

When teachers study this 
sort of thing in teachers’ train- 
ing, it is little wonder that 
later on they readily accept 
such texts as the Scott Fores- 
man “Health and Personal De- 
velopment Series” by Bauer, 
Shacter, and Jenkins. Two 
books in this series--the 7th 
and 8th-g rade _ volumes— 
should be particularly interest- 
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ing to the parents or the pas- 
tors who wonder why the chil- 
dren are becoming so rebel- 
lious. 

The book for the 7th grader, 
entitled You’re Growing Up, 
sympathizes with the unlucky 
child who has to wear handed- 
down clothes, and tells him 
that from this time on he will 
“often find himself disagreeing 
with his parents over clothes, 
grooming, and the like.” (Re- 
member the difficulties we have 
with lack of modesty in dress?) 
It invites him to recall his dif- 
ficulties with his parents in 
such matters. Everyone has 
problems and worries, the book 
assures the child; and proceeds 
to prove this to him by pre- 
senting him with a page of 
standard “worries” that it says 
are typical for his age. And 
what else could you add? it en- 
courages him. 

All unsatisfactory behavior, 
says the book, is due to not 
having one’s social needs sat- 
isfied. (The child has learned 
in religion class that it’s due 
to original sin, and that he 
must fight to overcome temp- 
tation; but this is a much more 
undemanding way to look at 
it.) The authors suggest that 
the children write about their 
bad behavior. They make de- 
lightful suggestions such as 
“collect pictures of famous per- 
sons—athletes, statesmen, mo- 
vie stars, together with infor- 
mation about their height and 
weight,” and make a bulletin 
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board display. It tells about 
Sally, who foolishly worried 
over being ashamed of her par- 
ents—and adds, “like Sally, 
you may also be concerned be- 
cause you used to think your 
parents were ‘tops,’ but lately 
you have become more critical 
of them...” As he grows up, 
he will change his attitudes, 
the child is told; and as he ‘“‘gets 
around more,” he will realize 
that there are other ways of 
living besides those of his own 
family. He will begin to ques- 
tion his parents’ ideas; he will 
come to differ with his family 
on many things. (This does not 
quite suggest that he will 
abandon his religion, but it’s 
getting close.) 


Problems, Problems, Problems 


The 8th-grade volume is 
called Into Your Teens. It sug- 
gests a much longer list of 
problems, and ingeniously per- 
suades the children to discuss 
their own-—since, obviously, so 
many people have the same 
problems! It introduces “socio- 
drama,” or role-playing, which 
means having the children “act 
out” difficulties with their par- 
ents, so that other class mem- 
bers can suggest different ap- 
proaches they might use to get 
the answer they want. 

Socio-drama is one of the 
techniques of “sociometry,” an 
invention for which one Dr. J. 
L. Moreno is given most of the 
credit. Dr. Moreno has written 
that it will be advantageous to 
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replace “the global hit or miss 
Ss 0 ¢ i o-economie proletarian 
revolution with ‘small’ socio- © 
metric revolutions,’ and that 
we can expect a ‘psychiatric | 
empire to emerge gradually — 
and spread over the globe,” 
with social scientists, psychia- 
trists, “sociatrists and socio- 
metrically oriented socialists” 
in first place. A part of Dr. Mo- 
reno’s idea, he emphasized, is 
“a positive religion” which is 
‘in contradiction and opposi- 
tion to the official religions.” 

(All this and much more 
concerning Dr. Moreno’s work 
may be found in the Sixteenth 
Report on Education of the 
California State Senate, ob- 
tainable, gratis, from Mr. Jo- 
seph Beek, Secretary of the 
Senate.) 

Notwithstanding Dr. More- 
no’s stated objectives, the ‘“‘so- 
ciometric” techniques are be- 
ing used in various forms, from 
first grade through high school, 
in many American schools—not 
excepting Catholic schools. The 
basic sociometric process con- 
sists in having the child name 
the three children he likes best 
and the three he likes least, 
which engages him in a con- 
stant process of “choosing up 
sides,” and accepting or reject- 
ing his classmates. The ques- 
tions asked may take differ- 
ent forms, or may vary from 
time to time. The teacher keeps 
a record of- the answers. It is 
difficult to think of a better 
way to breed lack of charity. 
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7 more advanced level. 


REBELLIOUS TEEN-AGERS 


Those Stupid Parents!’ 


In high school, life adjust- 
ment proceeds on a somewhat 
If the 
» student uses the “Enjoying 
? English” books (which have 
{ been used in many Catholic 
schools), he will be told in 
Grade 11 to write about his 
“handicaps” and ‘‘worries” and 
' “problems”; about “habits or 
clues to character” he has ob- 
served in his parents. Among 
_theme subjects suggested to 
* him are: “Trapped By My Own 
) Fears,” “My Dad’s Nasty Tem- 
ft per,’ “A Quarrel With Dad,” 
i “My Dad’s Most Annoying 
— Habit,” “Dad (Mother) Does 
/ Not Understand Me,” “My Par- 


/ ents Don’t Understand.” 


» In the book for Grade 12, he 
2 is told: “As you grow older, 
i you will inevitably give up 
# some of your ideas. You will 
find yourself differing from 
} your parents, from your teach- 
# ers, from your friends ... In 
# exchange for old ideas and 
} ideals you will find new ones 
i more satisfying and stimulat- 
i ing.” They will learn in a sec- 
) tion about Socrates that he 
{ challenged ideas that the Athe- 


nians “had borrowed from 
i their parents, friends, and 
| teachers,” and was therefore 


|) thought harmful and sentenced 
to death—while only a few wise 
souls recognized his genius or 
his objective, which was “to 
free people from conventional 
' ideas so that they might think 
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for themselves.” Theme sub- 
jects are much like those in 
the earlier book, and among 
the “problems” that students 
are told are typical we find the 
old favorite, “Should I feel 
guilty about being ashamed of 
my parents?” 

This idea that young people 
must be ashamed of their par- 
ents runs like a scarlet thread 
through books and pamphlets 
that are published today for the 
“suidance” of the young. Pub- 
lications distributed by the 
Mental Health movement reek 
with it. The most astonishing 
thing is that neither parents 
nor teachers seem to be cog- 
nizant of the indoctrination 
that is taking place. (A gen- 
eration ago, schools assumed 
that students respected their 


parents—and. most of them 
did.) 

School libraries that have 
acquired the books recom- 


mended in the Bruce series of 
“Complete Group Guidance for 
Catholic High Schools” will 
have A Girl Grows Up, by Ruth 
Fedder. No doubt this book 
contains good ideas; but it 
does not occur to the author 
that girls even might be willing 
to obey their parents. She sym- 
pathizes with them over par- 
ents who may “nag them into 
submission,” or even “bring in 
religious doctrines” to reinforce 
their belief that their ideas are 
sounder than those of their 
children. “If you are really 
grown up in your attitudes,” 
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Miss Fedder tells her readers, 
“you will see that there are no 
values which are absolute and 
that there is nothing perma- 
nent in this world but change.” 


Children vs. Parents 


Another book that is found in 
school libraries (probably in 
Catholic libraries, since it is in- 
cluded on the aforementioned 
list) is Building Your Life, by 
Landis and Landis. While there 
are both advantages and disad- 
vantages to “going steady,” say 
the authors, parents do not un- 
derstand that it is just “a 
pleasant social custom” in 
many schools. Also, parents 
have the foolish idea that rules 
which applied to them should 
apply to their children. The 
students are told to discuss 
“parent problems,” and ‘To 
WRITE THEM UP ON THE BOARD 
to remain for several days. The 
students will presumably find 
much agreement among them- 
selves on “parent problems’; 
and where they engage in such 
discussions this would almost 
certainly be the case, the 
power of suggestion being what 
it is. The inevitable result is to 
line up the children against 
their parents. The book sug- 
gests a  ‘“socio-drama” in 
which students take two sides, 
one group playing the part of 
parents and the other the part 
of children; and they argue 
their respective viewpoints. 
This, of course, places the 
young people and their par- 
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ents on opposing sides. Family 
unity is replaced by age-group 
unity. 


These procedures are not by 
any means unique with the au- 
thors of the above-mentioned 
book; they are suggested in 
many books on _ educational 
methods, and in many “mental 
health” publications. Since they 
have been in use for several 
years, may we not feel that this 
has much to do with the rising 
resentment and unrest among 
the very young? 


Some figures here might be 
interesting. In 1956, ten times 
as many boys were arrested for 
drunkenness as in 1945. Be- 
tween 1946 and 1956, the num- 
ber of boys convicted for sex 
offenses had more than doub- 
led; the number of girls had 
more than tripled. Mrs. Oet- 
tinger, head of the U. S. Chil- 
dren’s Bureau, stated last year 
that pregnancies among un- 
married girls were decidedly 
on the increase; that in 1940 
there were 89,500 and in 1957, 
201,700 — and that they occur- 
ed at earlier ages. Public 
health agencies have warned, 
said Mrs. Oettinger, that this 
situation is due to “increasing 
teen-age susceptibility to peer 
group authority and morality.” 

The texts and techniques that 
encourage criticism of parents 
and abandonment of “old” 
ideas do everything possible to 
establish this susceptibility to 
“peer group” standards. And it 
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should hardly be necessary to 
jooint out that this undermines 
veligion. 


The Right Answer 


1 In the book, Vital Problems, 
foublished by the St. Paul Con- 
Wiraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine, these thoughts are pre- 
fsented, with a question as to 
tthe proper answer: “My par- 
tents don’t understand me”’— 
‘They are old-fashioned”’— 
‘Other children don’t have to 
Sobey as I do”’—“They ridicule 
tme when I obey”—“I don’t get 
jenough spending money’”—*“I 
jnaven’t enough leisure time”— 
‘My parents have no educa- 
ition.” The answer given by 
Vital Problems is: ‘‘These are 
jevil temptations and should 
‘oe abolished at once.” I would 
iventure to say that 30 years 
jago, every Catholic teacher 
(would have given this answer! 
iNow, thanks to “modern” edu- 
jcational methodology, we “dis- 
Bcuss” these temptations ad in- 
ifinitum, and use texts slanted 
jin such a way as to indicate 
that the child is more likely to 
ibe right than are his parents! 
‘Even when the teacher can 
bguide the class, as some hold 
jthat they can, to the right con- 
‘clusions, the thing that the 
ichild learns to defer to is still 
peer group authority and mo- 
irality,” and not the 4th com- 
fmandment. 

| Now, what is to be done? I 
do not at all mean to imply that 
these things have taken over in 
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all of our Catholic schools; 
quite the contrary. Our more 
perceptive educators have re- 
jected them absolutely. But 
where these techniques and 
materials have gained accept- 
ance—defended by Catholic 
educators who prefer to swim 
with the secular current—only 
pastors, as I see it, can straight- 
en things out. They are the 
shepherds entrusted with the 
souls of all those in their par- 
ishes, of every age. They have 
the authority to remove such 
books and methods from their 
own schools (as some of them 
already have), and certainly 
they have the right to protest 
when they are used in the high 
schools that their young par- 
ishioners attend. Moreover, 
they are in a position to warn 
parents whose children are in 
public school to be on the alert 
for these things. 

When they attempt to dis- 
cuss such matters with teach- 
ers, parents are generally 
brushed, off as “non-profes- 
sional.” Yet those who are 
aware of this situation are 
greatly distressed. The most 
conscientious parent will find 
that his efforts are vitiated 
when his wisest and most 
prayerful decisions are sub- 
jected to group discussion and 
“democratic consideration in 
the classroom. It is extremely 
difficult for parents to exact 
obedience when teachers forget 
(outside of religion class) that 
there is a 4th commandment. 
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Thoughts 


on an Anniversary 


CHARLES W. PARIS 


HILE spring time is not an- 

niversary time for every 
priest, it is for most; but time 
of year or the span marked by 
the seasons is not the import- 
ant thing. What an anniversary 
means to a priest is the true 
measure of its significance; and 
what greater value could be at- 
tached to any sacerdotal jubilee 
than to allow it to be the oc- 
casion for a comparison of the 
“then” and the “now”? 


Passing years and repeated 
performances can well dull the 
initial splendor of any ideal. 
Even the most singular of them 
all — the awe and glow of the 
newly ordained priest — can 
suffer tarnish from the atmos- 
phere of the world in which it 
is destined to shine. Again and 
again comes the need to remove 
any blemishes with which time 
and weak nature may have 
dulled its brilliance. And anni- 
versary time, when in some 
mystical way the cycle is re- 
newed and rebegun, seems such 
a likely time for this restora- 
tion. 

In these intervening years, 
has the zeal of ordination day 
cooled into a routine ministry? 
Has the fervor of the First 


Father Paris writes from Car- 
lisle, Pennsylvania. 
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Mass succumbed to the mechan- 
ics of the commonplace? Has 
the choice of a sublime vocation 
been replaced by the drab ful- 
fillment of a job? 

These are the questions the 
inner voice might well propose 
as the anniversary day comes 
once again. For these are the 
really important considerations 
in every priestly life. 

Another baptism, 


another | 


penitent, another funeral. After — 


sO many, is just one more so 
important? Yet the infant to 


whom you will give the pass-_ 


port to heaven this time is a 


soul no less tremendous than 
the very first one you adopted > 
into God’s family; its debt to 


you cannot be smaller than that 
of the original one; should the 
thrill be any less? 

Nor should the delight that 
swelled in your priestly soul as 
you reconciled the first prodigal 


to his Eternal Father have less- | 
ened now that many have been | 
restored to health through your } 
absolution. Truly the poor sin-| 
ner who now kneels at your} 
side is just as much the price of! 
Calvary as was even the first; 
one. Your loving care and fa-} 
therly solicitude is as healing’ 
a balm and great an encourage- 
ment to him as to any other... 
Why be harsh or hasty in treat- ’ 


| 


1) 
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ing his wounded soul? And to- 
day’s death-struck family is not 
less grieved and hence less in 
need of consolation and sustain- 
ing interest than was that one 
with whom you took your first 
walk to the graveside. 


Priestly Hallmarks 


Your kindness at the admini- 
stration of the sacraments for 
the dying, your gentle consola- 
tions in the dark hours of 
mourning, your understanding 
and reverence at the burial — 
these are the hallmarks of a 
true priest which become 
treasures in the memories of 
God’s children. How conscious 
of this meaning of priesthood 
are the newly ordained! And 
the faithful expect the priest, 
steeped in the experience of hu- 
man grief by years of associa- 
tion with it, still to be the Christ 
of Naim and Bethany. 


The First Mass was an 
exemplification of devotion and 
rubrical perfection. After all 
these years and all their Mass- 
es, it still remains the same 
Lord and God you call down 
upon your altar. Should now 
the appreciation and precision 
be any less? How tragic when 
speed and carelessness replace 
the awe and dignity with which 
once you confected the supreme 
sacrifice, the Sacrament of His 
Love! What an inspiration and 
source of piety is it to priest and 
layman alike when the Ordi- 
nandus with all the solemnity of 
a slave waiting upon his master 
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goes unto the altar, raises the 
host and chalice at the eleva- 
tion, and then places the living 
body of Christ upon the com- 
municant’s tongue. 


But these are not the func- 
tions of the new priest alone; 
these are the same acts, for the 
same God and children of God, 
done by the priest whose jubi- 
lees roll back into the past. In- 
deed, rather than decrease, the 
splendor of the Mass should in- 
crease with the years and the 
long continued intimacy of God 
and His priest at the altar. How 
blest the congregation that can 
see in its priest-at-Mass a de- 
vout and fitting instrument of 
the sacrificing Christ! 


The ‘Honeymoon’ 


Those first days after ordina- 
tion were such a satisfying 
challenge — to counsel those in 
trouble, to encourage the good 
workers, to seek out the “other 
sheep” and the “‘strayed lamb.” 
But advice given and not fol- 
lowed, the ingratitude of those 
helped, the fruitless visits and 
urgings, all piled one upon the 
other. So much expended, so 
little returned. The cynicism 
which crept in was a gradual 
thing and spawned the harsh- 
ness, impatience, and finally the 
indifference of this latter day. 
And the tragic end — the pas- 
tor who forsakes his sheepfold 
for worldly diversions, who 
hands over the “unproductive 
routine” to assistant or house- 
keeper. 
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Yes, it was so gradual, a 
finger could not be placed on 
the exact point of its beginning. 
Yet must not the worker weary 
from the day’s heat still give 
his all to the divine Vintner? 
After all is said and done, and 
the time comes to call this life 
to its close, is it the priest’s re- 
sults that will count, or will it 
be his efforts? Is not the accent 
on the former merely a sign of 
human pride? If Christ, 
Model, experienced rebuff from 
those He served, can His chosen 
ones expect better? The priestly 
soul in the image of Christ will 
find perfect contentment in do- 
ing the work, while at the same 
time leaving the fruition of it 
to God. 

And these, Father, are the 
thoughts of a priest on his anni- 
versary day. In memory, to re- 
construct the priest of the now- 
gone day when God stamped 
the soul with the mark of His 
eternal Priesthood; to project 
that fervent, zealous priest upon 
what he is today; to measure 
how much he has grown — or 
shrunk — as a priest in the 
likeness of Christ... 


Last Laugh 


Once when the famous Bishop Warren A. Candler was 
preaching to a large audience, he used as his text the story of 
Ananias and Sapphira, who told a lie to God and were struck 
dead. The old bishop roared, “God doesn’t strike people dead for 
lying like He used to. If He did, where would I be?” When his 
audience snickered a bit, he roared back, “I tell you where I 
would be. I would be right here preaching to an empty house!” 
—¥J. Harold Wilkins in Optimist Magazine. 
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This is the day to polish the 
sacerdotal character, to remove 
from it the tarnish and blights 
of time, to rekindle in the ashes 
the fire of love and dedication 
that once burst forth in a totally 
selfless adsum. If anniversaries 
are days of rebirth and renew- 
al, then your priestliness 
(which is to say, your Christ- 
liness) is the fruitfulness and 
joy of that first year multiplied 
over and over, and not the 
sterility of the routine, the 
commonplace, and the drab. 


To measure the changeable, 
compare it to the changeless; 
to measure your priesthood, 
hold it before the sign of that. 
supreme priesthood, the cruci- : 
fix. Is your sacrifice as perfect: 
now as was His then, or have: 
you abandoned the cross of your * 
sacerdotal dedication? Are you 
still seeking first the kingdom 
of God with that joyful faith 
that all else will be added to it, | 
or has the worldly, the mone-- 
tary, the social choked it out? 


A happy and holy annivers- 
ary, Father! 
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A Report 


on Our Seminaries 


Some changes suggested 


“| HE newly-established Semi- 

nary Department of the Na- 
tional Catholic Educational 
Association has made a statisti- 
cal study of the annual survey 
made by the NCWC of semi- 
naries in the United States. The 
study was published in Octo- 
ber and is based on the 1958-59 
scholastic year. The statistics 
on our seminaries reveal some 
interesting facts about our 
seminaries that should prove 
of interest both to persons en- 
gaged in clerical education in 
our seminaries, and to all who 
are in any way concerned with 
the total picture of Catholic 
education. 

First, there is the problem of 
the small seminary. Of the 381 
seminaries in the United States, 
166 of them (more than 40%) 
have fewer than 50 students. 
Obviously, this is a waste of 
facilities and manpower, not to 
speak of the poor academic 
program that is likely to re- 
sult, the deadening influence 
on the faculty and students, 
and the impossibility of devel- 
oping a program that can be 
accredited. Some of the semi- 


The writer is Associate Secre- 
tary of the Seminary Department, 
National Catholic Educational As- 
sociation. 
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naries may grow into a normal 
student body. NCEA will make 
a survey in the near future of 
space now available in our 
seminaries. However, here is 
the present fact which, to say 
the least, is astounding: 152 
are religious seminaries and 14 
are diocesan. Why could not 
many of these in some way be 
combined? Why multiply dio- 
cesan seminaries when provin- 
cial seminaries would do a bet- 
ter job? 

The second problem has to 
do with the fast pace at which 
seminaries have increased. Of 
the 381 seminaries, 131 have 
been founded since 1945. This 
means that there has been a 
53% increase in the number of 
seminaries since World War 
II. More significant still, there 
has been a 40% increase since 
1950. What is going to happen 
in the next ten years? Popula- 
tion statistics show that youth 
between the ages of 14 and 19 
will increase by approximately 
60% in the next decade. This 
age spread — 14 to 19 — is just 
about the same as we have in 
our six-year minor seminary. 
The survey showed that there 
are 21,625 minor seminarians 
in the U.S. By sheer weight of 
numbers, then, there will be at 


453 


THE PRIEST 


least 13,000 more minor semi- 
narians by 1970 than there are 
now. As vocation programs on 
the parish level are developed 
throughout the country, as they 
are now being developed in 
some dioceses, the number 
could be considerably more. 

These figures indicate that 
the seminary movement in this 
country is in its infancy, and 
that we should be doing some 
eareful thinking and planning 
for the future. Are we going 
to continue our seminary pro- 
gram on the same basis as in 
the past? Before we build more 
seminaries — or as we build 
them — should we not evalu- 
ate our whole seminary sys- 
tem? For instance, should we 
continue the traditional 6-6 
program of seminary training? 
This system was transplanted 
from Europe in the eighteenth 
century and does not corre- 
spond to the American system 
of 4-4-4; that is, four years of 
high school, four years of col- 
lege, and four years of profes- 
sional training. 

The statistics show that 
there is a very definite move- 
ment away from the 6-6 pro- 
gram. At present, there are 46 
seminaries with theology only, 
29 seminaries with college 
only (i.e., junior college and 
philosophy), and 67 seminaries 
with high school only. This 
seems to be a progressive step 
and might well be the aim not 
only of the new seminaries but 
as far as possible, the old ones, 
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too, might look back into the 


advantages of reorganizing on ~ 


the 4-4-4 basis. The October is- 
sue of the Jurist has an article 
on the canonical aspects of this 
kind of organization. 


Our Present System 


Furthermore, before we build 
new seminaries on the old iso- 
lated plan, we might do well to 
assess our present Catholic ed- 
ucational system with a view 
to using its facilities. Not only 
such Catholic universities as 
The Catholic University of 
America, St. Louis University, 
Notre Dame and Seton Hall, 
but also the majority of four- 
year Catholic colleges offer ex- 
cellent liberal arts programs, 
including philosophy. Near the 
campuses of our Catholic uni- 
versities or colleges, why not 
build residence halls for semi- 
narians where their spiritual 
formation could take place, 
while they attend the college 
or university for their intellec- 
tual training? The advantages 
of such an arrangement are nu- 
merous. To mention a few, 


there would be a con- 
servation of manpower, fa- 
cilities perhaps even 
money; 

accreditation on the col- 
lege level would be com- 
pletely taken care of; 

the wider range of sub- 
jects offered in our Catho- 
lic colleges would give 
seminarians a broader cul- 
tural contact. 
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Even on the high-school level, 
this might be a solution for 
many a diocese: a residence for 
high-school seminarians  at- 
tending classes in the Catholic 
boys’ high school, if one is 
available. 

Whatever we do, the present 
seminary system in all its as- 
pects: its spiritual life, curric- 
ulum, discipline, and so on, 
should be evaluated. This does 
not imply any change in the 
principles or the goals. of 
priestly training. Principles and 
goals must remain the same. 
The only question is whether 
or not our present methods are 
adequate or suited to reach the 
goals set before us. Is the pres- 
ent system of seminary train- 
ing on the high-school, college, 
and theological levels meeting, 
or will it meet in the future, 
the demands made on the 
priesthood by a complex and 
changing society? 


Needless Isolation 


The survey revealed a statis- 
tic that is symptomatic of the 
needless isolation from, and 
often insulation against, the 
mainstream of current educa- 
tional thought, method, and 
administration. It is the fact 
that only nine of our seminaries 
are accredited on the high- 
school level, three on the jun- 
ior college level, eleven on the 
college level, and two on the 
theological level. This is a small 
number, even when we add the 
50-odd seminaries not seeking 
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accreditation either because 
they receive accreditation 
through the college or universi- 
ty of which they are a part, or 
because their students attend a 
neighboring accredited semi- 
nary or university. Our semi- 
naries should stand in pride of 
place among our educational 
institutions. Document after 
document, encyclical after en- 
cyclical since the Council of 
Trent, and most recently, the 
documents Deus Scientiarum 
Dominus and Sedes Sapientiae 
insist upon the high quality of 
clerical education on all levels. 
True, accreditation does not al- 
ways mean that an institution 
has educational quality; how- 
ever, accreditation forces self- 
evaluation, and self-evaluation 
will prove extremely helpful to 
our seminaries as it does to 
other educational institutions.? 

This next item of interest re- 
vealed by the statistical survey 
does not concern seminary 
training, but is significant from 
many points of view. There are 
approximately 11,000 more 
diocesan priests in the U.S. than 
religious priests.? Yet the num- 
ber of seminarians on the 
major seminary level is practi- 
cally the same for both; name- 
ly, 7,661 diocesan major semi- 
narians and 7,135 religious ma- 
jor seminarians. To put it an- 
other way, there is one major 
seminarian for every four dio- 
cesan priests, and one major 
seminarian for every three re- 
ligious priests. Even on the 
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minor seminary level, the pro- 
portions are not what they 
should be. There is one minor 
’ seminarian for every 2.5 dioce- 
san priests, and one minor sem- 
inarian for every two religious 
priests. The natural growth of 
the religious priesthood is 
greater than that of the dio- 
cesan priesthood. 

All that has been said is not 
to give the impression that 
clerical education in the United 
States is of poor quality. How- 
ever, those who are privileged 
to teach and direct in semi- 
naries would be the last to ad- 
mit that there is no room for 
the educational improvement 
of seminary training. Our semi- 
naries, major and minor, should 
be models in the educational 


world, staffed by the very best. 
talent that can be mustered, 
governed in keeping with the 
highest standards of modern 
school administration, with 
physical facilities adequate for 
their high purposes and in 
keeping with their dignity. The 
future of the Church in our 
beloved country depends in 
large measure on the quality 
of education offered in our 
seminaries today and in the 
immediate future. 


1 Reverend Basil Frison, C.M.F., “The 
6-6 Program for Seminary Training,” 
Jurist, XIX (October, 1959), 503-511. 


2cf., Rev. Andrew L. Bouwhuis, S.J., 
“Academic Accreditation of Our _ Semi- 
naries,” Homiletic and Pastoral Review 
(November, 1959), 1384-140. 


3 The 1959 Official Catholic Directory 
gives these figures: 31,961 diocesan 
priests; 20,728 religious priests. 


> 
¢ ¢ 
> 
Self-Hypnosis 


Cardinal Gibbons enjoyed no society more than that of 
the witty Archbishop Ryan of Philadelphia, who loved to joke 
with him even in public. When the Cardinal complained to 
him about “a touch of insomnia,” the Archbishop recommend- 
ed reading in bed until sleep came. 


“And what book would you advise me to use as a sopori- 


fic?” asked Gibbons. 


“None better than the one called The Faith of Our Fa- 
thers,” replied Ryan. — J.M.L. 
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Visit to 


a Mexican Seminary 


Hammocks for beds 


THE seminary in question is 

the Seminario Conciliar at 
Merida in Yucatan. My interest 
in Merida dates back to the 
early 1920s when I was a teach- 
er at Maryknoll’s Preparatory 
College at Clarks Summit, Pa. 
While I was there an anti- 
Catholic sent me a pamphlet 
containing that old canard that 
Catholics burn Bibles. I wrote 
him and asked him to give me 
some facts to prove his allega- 
tions. He did it, saying that in 
one instance it was the Arch- 
bishop of Yucatan living in 
Merida who had burned the 
Bibles. 


One of my pupils was Alonso 
(now Bishop) Escalante, who I 
knew was born in Merida and 
who knew the archbishop, so I 
asked him to write in Spanish 
telling the archbishop the facts 
my correspondent had outlined. 
He did so and the archbishop 
replied saying the Bibles had 
been burned in Merida, but they 
were his Bibles, which he had 
just imported. They were in the 
custom house and the revolu- 
tionaries had burned the custom 
house, Bibles and all! 


Nor was the custom house all 


Father Keeler_is chaplain at 
Kings Daughters Hospital, Martins- 
burg, West Virginia. 
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the revolutionaries destroyed. 
They also confiscated the sem- 
inary which had been serving 
the archdiocese for nearly 200 
years. At almost the same time 
Monsignor Juan Arjona Correa 
was appointed rector and he had 
to start from scratch to put up 
anew seminary building — the 
one I recently visited. It is very 
primitive by the standards of 
any seminary I have seen in the 
United States and I have seen 
a good many! For instance, 
when the boys wish to brush 
their teeth they have to do it 
at a faucet outside, having no 
rooms in which to do such 
things. It now houses 130 boys, 
in both its minor and major 
seminary departments, and 
practically every secular priest 
in the archdiocese at present is 
a graduate of it. A Maryknoll 
Father who lives in Merida told 
me that they are without ex- 
ception fine and zealous priests 
doing an heroic work. There 
are today 93 secular priests in 
the archdiocese and some reli- 
gious — mostly Americans — 
bring the total number of 
priests up to 140. These must 
serve 600,000 baptized persons. 
Contrast this with my own dio- 
cese of Richmond where we 
have (according to the 1959 Di- 
rectory) 297 priests, of whom 
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not over a dozen are on the sick 
list or permanently retired. Yet 
we think we are understaffed— 
serving a Catholic population of 
152,860! 

My renewed interest in 
Merida came shortly after my 
ordination in 1953 when I re- 
ceived an appeal from the mon- 
signor for a little help in main- 
taining his heroic work. Since 
that time we have corresponded 
regularly and found we have 
many friends in common. Fin- 
ally he invited me to come 
down and visit him, which I 
did. 

I spent a week there and in- 
spected the whole first floor — 
it is a two-story building but I 
did not go upstairs. 


Merida was practically the 
first place in Mexico which the 
Spanish settled. That happened 
in 1552 and the Cathedral — 
the oldest one still used in 
Mexico — dates from 1598. The 
Spaniards Christianized the 
Mayan Indians, but they did 
not particularly try to raise up 
native vocations to the priest- 
hood. Hence, when the Span- 
iards were expelled during the 
War of Mexican Independence 
in 1821, the whole of Yucatan 
was left practically without 
priests. It does not take much 
imagination to see what that 
meant for the Church, for as 
each generation grew up, the 
teachings of the priests became 
less and less known until about 
all that was left was that the 
population continued having 
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their children baptized. In many 
cases that was the only Catholic 
thing left, though even now the 
Mayans try to get a priest when 
they are dying. 


The Need For Priests 


I made some trips out into the 
country — to Uxmal, where the 
great Mayan pyramid and other 
ruins are to be seen, and also to 
Progreso, the port from which 
Yucatan’s chief export, hemp, 
is shipped. As we passed 
through village after village, we 
saw great churches and small 
chapels, some of them closed 
and going into disrepair for lack 
of priests to attend them, and in 
other places churches which in 
this country would be served by 
five or six priests, where one 
solitary priest tries to minister 
to the people. 

Vocations are increasing. One 
priest gives his whole time to 
promoting them and it must be 
a heart-breaking job, for the 
state schools which are the only 
free ones, are not only neutral 
as with us but are definitely 
anti-religious, and in some 
cases communistic. There are 
some private schools, but few 
of the boys can afford the 
tuition charged, so that while 
the vocations come from fam- 
ilies which have _ retained 
Christian traditions, practically 
their first contact with real 
Catholicism comes when they 
enter the seminary. 


The boys range from pure 
Mayan to pure Spanish or other 
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European blood and they are a 
zealous lot, fully aware of the 
fact their vocation is not to or- 
dinary holiness, but as the mon- 
signor has said, “Truly, in 
Mexico, the youths who wish to 
become priests must have a 
double vocation and a resolu- 
tion nothing short of heroic in 
face of circumstances so ad- 
verse to an ecclesiastical ca- 
reer.” 


Once they are ordained these 
boys can look forward to no life 
of ease or luxury. The average 
pay of a common laborer, when 
he can get work, is 80 cents a 
day! Out of this he must sup- 
port his family and often walk 
miles to a job. 


English and Mayan 


The full course of seminary 
studies and devotions is carried 
on. In addition the boys are 
taught both English and Mayan 
— the former because more and 
more English-speaking people 
are coming to Mexico and the 
latter because some of the 
Mayans out in the country do 
not even know Spanish, and if 
they are to be ministered to it 
must be in their own native 
language. 

The present building is over- 
crowded with its 130 boys and 
the monsignor is seeking the 
paltry sum of $25,000 to build 
more dormitories. Now “dormi- 
tory” does not mean what we 
understand by such a term. I 
was taken through one of them 
— not a°bed in sight, for the 
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boys sleep in hammocks after 
the fashion of seamen in the old 
sailing ship days. The new 
dormitories which it is hoped to 
build will be of the same vari- 
ety. 

Now the question comes. 
How to get the $25,000? The 
people of Mexico are mostly 
very poor, a kind of poverty 
not seen in our worst slum 
areas. 

So I am appealing to the se- 
cular priests of the United 
States to raise this small sum 
of money for the monsignor. 
There are today in the United 
States nearly 32,000 diocesan 
priests of whom not over 2,000 
are sick or retired. Consequent- 
ly, if every active secular priest 
would send only one dollar the 
whole sum would be raised. 
And who among us cannot spare 


a dollar? — most of us can 
spare a lot more! We spend 
hundreds of dollars on our 


pleasure. Can we not spare $5 
or $10 to re-Christianize 600,000 
baptized Catholics in Yucatan? 
I know how many appeals we 
all get, but here is one right 
at our door-step which deserves 
our attention. I cannot believe 
that any man who calls him- 
self a Catholic priest can be so 
lacking in missionary spirit as 
not to send a donation to this 
cause. 

Contributions should be sent 
to Monsignor Juan Arjona Cor- 
res at the Seminario Conciliar, 
Calle 18 No. 78, Itzimna, 
Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. 
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Why retain CCS ? 


Planning a new building? ... You would call an architect! 
Have to raise funds to finance it?...Call a professional 
fund raising firm! 


Which firm?...The largest all-Catholic fund raising firm 
in the U.S. and Canada...the firm which has raised over 
$300 million for practically every type of Catholic cause. 


If you are a pastor...an administrator of an institution... 
or a layman with an active interest in your parish or 

a particular Catholic institution...contact CCS. We have 
conducted successful fund drives in thousands of 
parishes and hundreds of institutions. 


Community Counselling Service, Inc. 


Fund Raising and Public Relations 
350 Fifth Ave., New York 1, N.Y., OXford 5-1175 * Buffalo, N. Y., 7601 Main St., 
PLaza 4867 © Oklahoma City, Okla.,'4034 Coronado Place, WHitney 9-2456 
Chicago, Il!., 55 E. Washington St., DEarborn 2-7009 « St. Louis, Mo., 3926 
Lindell Blvd., JEfferson 5-2833 « Nutley, N.J., 384 Franklin Ave., NOrth 1-1440 
Montreal, P. Q., Ru urent, CRescent 4-5596 ¢ You may call collect 
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To Fill Our Convents 


SISTER M. ROSANNE, 0O.S.F. 


te is a novel experience for me 

to address a group of priest 
and brother vocation directors; 
but I am encouraged by the 
thought that God can do any- 
thing with a willing instrument. 
Since you have likely done 
more to foster vocations to the 
Sisterhood than any other group 
in the Church, outside of the 
Sisters themselves, it is my 
privilege to commend you for 
your missionary zeal in this 
field of the apostolate. Because 
you are acquainted with this 
work, many of the things I will 
say will be familiar to you, but 
I hope that reviewing them will 
prove to be a stimulant, urging 
you to continue in the good 
that you have begun. 

We will consider the topic, 
“Helping Vocations to the Sis- 
terhood,” from three aspects: 
namely, your regard and at- 
titude toward the Sisterhood; 
the advantages and opportuni- 
ties that are yours through per- 
sonal contact; and finally, the 
role of the priest as the dispen- 
ser of grace and minister of the 
mysteries of the altar. 

Since the greatest aid to pro- 
moting a cause is the living 
manifestation of the convictions 


This is a slightly edited version 
of a talk given at the Mission 
Secretariat Meeting in Washington 
last October. Sister Rosanne writes 
from Milwaukee. 
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Promoting vocations 


and truths which we wish to _ 
share with others, our first con- 
cern in the matter of helping 
vocations to the Sisterhood will 
be directed toward the religious 
sister herself. There seems to be 
a bit of mystery associated with 
her, a mystery which is at times 
even a little bewildering to you, 
who are considered to be the 
stronger and more _ intelligent 
portion of those who bear the 
title of religious. It is vitally 
important that you have a keen 
understanding and loyal ap- 
preciation of sisters if your as- 
sistance is to be efficacious. Is 
it really so difficult to know the 
religious sister? She is a woman 
— so are your mothers and sis- 
ters. She is a religious dedicat- 
ed by vow — so are you. You 
may say that is true; but put 
religious and woman together, 
and the result is confusion and 
complexity. This conclusion may 
be very correct if we are analy- 
zing solely from natural obser- 
vations, but this is not enough 
if we want to view the entire 
personality. 
True Nature of the Sister 

What kind of a person is the 
average religious sister? She is 
primarily a womanly, motherly 
type of individual, who has 
chosen to transfer the expres- 
sion of these traits to the Object 
of her spiritual love rather than 
the physical. Her role of virgin 
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and mother may seem a con- 
tradiction to our natural facul- 
ties, but if we look with faith 
beneath the surface of her be- 
ing, and seek the true motive of 
her life, we will find that her 
vocation is a reflection of the 
simplicity of God Himself. Pius 
XII summarized it when he said 
that the primary purpose and 
central idea of her life is “to 
aim only at the divine, to turn 
thereto the whole mind and 
soul; to want to please God in 
everything, to think of Him con- 
tinually, to consecrate body and 
soul completely to Him.” To 
those who do not search for the 
fuller meaning of her life, the 
religious sister is a celibate who 
has a job to do as nursing, 
teaching, working in the mis- 
sions, and so on. She is respect- 
ed and esteemed solely because 
of her exterior contribution to 
the work of the Church and the 
needs of mankind. 

Because the emphasis has so 
frequently been placed on this 
secondary purpose of her life, 
we are faced with two very ser- 
ious problems regarding the re- 
ligious sister. The first is the 
great shortage of religious sis- 
ters, and the second is the inad- 
equately formed sister. This 
secondary aspect of her life — 
the apostolate — has a place of 
importance, but when it is over- 
played, generous youth who are 
eager and spontaneous in their 
quest for love will soon detect a 
“missing link.” They truly are 
more concerned about Someone 
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to love, and for whom to sacri- 
fice, than the manner in which 
they are going to express this 
love and sacrifice. When a 
young lady directs her atten- 
tion toward the married state, 
she does not find herself long- 
ing for the opportunity to cook 
and wash, and spend and save 
for a husband and children. No, 
but she does seek one to whom 
she can give love, and receive 
love in return. So too, it is 
nothing else but love of Him 
that constrains “the chosen one” 
to surrender herself entirely to 
Christ. Pius XII, in the magnifi- 
cent encyclical entitled, Sacra 
Virginitas, placed proper em- 
phasis on the primary purpose 
or motive of the life of the 
religious sister. In it we have 
the answer to the perplexing 
situation in which people find 
themselves when they try to 
understand why a normal young 
woman, with a _ tremendous 
capacity for love, will freely 
vow to live a life of perpetual 
virginity. Pius XII distinctly 
and repeatedly points out that 
this vow is made precisely so 
that she might be free to love 
in the greatest possible way. 
In renouncing the inferior good, 
which is the love of creatures, 
she disposes herself to be filled 
with God, to fall completely in 
love with Him, and through 
Him to be a spiritual mother 
and sister to all whom He may 
choose to bring under her in- 
fluence. “She is a virgin who is 
married to God.” With what 
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more beautiful love story can 
we acquaint our young people? 

The adequate formation of 
our sisters is very important in 
its relationship to the promotion 
of vocations. I bring this need 
to your attention because you 
may be influential in helping 
others recognize it. The pres- 
sure in recent years for the re- 
ligious sister to do her part in 
filling the physical needs of the 
Church has become so great, 
that many — and I mean many 
— have been exposed to and 
challenged by the difficulties 
and perplexities of the field of 
action, without thorough train- 
ing and clear understanding of 
their primary and secondary 
objectives. How can they be 
living manifestations of con- 
victions which they have never 
grasped? Yes, all are to be 
apostles, missionaries, evangel- 
ists, but only after having been 
formed in the knowledge of the 
truth, and imbued with Divine 
Love to such an extent that they 
yearn to share it with others. 
When this is true it will make 
little difference whether the 
call to action is here or abroad, 
in our schools or hospitals, or in 
some poor hut in the deep 
South. Everywhere, the bride of 
Christ will find “Him who is 
the most beautiful of the sons of 
men.” With this in mind, I 
know that you who are so well 
trained before you enter the 
apostolate, will be sympa- 
thetic with the sister, who 
through no fault of her own, is 
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not the ideal you would like her 
to be. Perhaps she would profit 
by a word of encouragement or- 
advice from you. 


Personal Contact 


You, who are missioned with 
the grace of office to direct 
youthful souls to the higher cal- 
ling, can be most influential in 
portraying the grandeur of the 
vocation of the Sisterhood. In 
your retreat and vocation con- 
ferences you have an excellent 
opportunity to acquaint our 
future adults with the essence 
of this way of life. From a psy- 
chological viewpoint, just be- 
cause you are men, your words 
are apt to leave much more of 
an impression on the average 
young woman than ours would. 
Those with the necessary apti- 
tude are eager to learn from 
you something of the love of 
Christ for His chosen few, and 
their privilege in responding to 
that love. At first it may only 
be a remark or suggestion, but 
just because “Father” or 
“Brother” said it, makes it 
much more important than if 
it were said by “Sister.” It may 
even be the birth of a desire 
which will lead to the act of 
total surrender to Divine Good- 
ness, You may be surprised that 
you can be a source of real in- 
spiration to the sisters them- 
selves who are working with 
our youth in schools. When they 
hear you speak with conviction 
of the dignity of their calling, 
they are going to be reminded 
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of the treasure they possess in 
their religious vocation. 

The greater number of you 
are occasional vistors to parish- 
es, schools, and homes of pros- 
pective candidates, and because 
of this, your opinions and at- 
titudes are closely observed and 
generally held in high regard. If 
in these contacts with our Cath- 
olic people you make reference 
to the Sisterhood, you may find 
yourself surrounded with many 
false notions and erroneous 
ideas. This will give you an op- 
portunity to enlighten and cor- 
rect their thinking since they 
will more readily express these 
misconceptions to you than to 
the sisters. The idea that the 
social misfit, or the “dull” girl 
ought to enter the Sisterhood 
is a fallacy which is likely an 
offshoot of the theory that “if 
nobody else wants you, you can 
always go to the convent.” Our 
people must be made aware of 
the fact that the Sisterhoods 
have to he selective, too, just as 
the priests and brothers are. 
The best is not too good for the 
service of God. The spiritual 
and physical qualifications of 
candidates to the Sisterhood 
ought to be a bit above average, 
and likewise their intellectual 
and social capacities. The re- 
ligious vows for women are es- 
sentially the same as those for 
men, so the quality of their fit- 
ness must be of similar propor- 
tions. Because women by nature 
are thought to be more sensi- 
tive than men, it is all the more 
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important for us to look for 
really well-balanced and emo- 
tionally mature personalities as 
prospective candidates for the 
Sisterhood. Those positive traits 
of simplicity, generosity, and a 
sense of humor are indispens- 
able for our sisters who live a 
close community life, if we ex- 
pect to have peace and har- 
mony in the religious family. 

We succeed quite well in in- 
stilling in the hearts and minds 
of our youth a reverence for the 
priesthood, but I believe all of 
us — priests, brothers, and sis- 
ters — have been remiss in the 
presentation of the positive as- 
pects of the religious vows and 
the doctrine of evangelical per- 
fection. These are seldom spok- 
en of in an instructive and edu- 
cational way from the pulpit, 
in religious classes, during lect- 
ures and conferences. If we hold 
that this way of life is the per- 
fection of the Christian Life, 
then why shouldn’t all our 
people be given a _ thorough 
knowledge of it? It was this 
doctrine of evangelical perfec- 
tion, in accordance with the 
Gospel, that St. Francis lived 
and preached to such an extent 
that St. Clare — and thousands 
of others — were drawn to put 
aside the things of this world, 
to follow him for the love of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Going Steady 

One of the present-day hin- 
drances to religious vocations 
among girls is the practice of 
going steady in high school. 
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Girls are often so taken up with 
the idea, that they are not psy- 
chologically able to give pro- 
longed thought to the higher 
calling. Strong physical attrac- 
tion raises havoc, also, with 


their ‘academic equilibrium” 
and makes it impossible for 
them, in many instances, to 


choose between greater or les- 
ser values. This is another mat- 
ter in which a word of advice 
from you as a priest or brother, 
will carry much more weight 
than from a sister. To them, sis- 
ters just never knew what it 
means to be in love, or if they 
did they left the world because 
of a broken heart. Being im- 
bued with our modern culture, 
it is hard for them to conceive 
that womanly potentialities can, 
and do attain their greater per- 
fection in a life patterned after 
the evangelical counsels. As 
Pius XII stated, those who em- 
brace this life, “consecrate 
themselves to Him Who is their 
source, and Who shares with 
them His divine life, and thus 
personality suffers no loss, but 
gains immensely.” And when 
St. Francis de Sales said that 
personality increases as the soul 
rises above the sensible world, 
and by intelligence and will 
binds itself more closely to 
what makes the life of the 
spirit, he was not only speak- 
ing of men. 


The Role of Priests 


From a questionnaire which 
we distributed two years ago 
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among our sisters, the Sisters 
of St. .Francis of Assisi, we 
learned that about 60 per cent 
of them received guidance from 
a priest before entering the 
convent. This was a clear indi- 
cation to us of the important 
part priests play in “Helping 
Vocations to the Sisterhood.” 
If this is true of our own com- 
munity, which has a rather 
great variety of work, includ- 
ing teaching, caring for chil- 
dren who are deaf, mentally 
retarded, or orphans, then 
it must be even more _ so 
for those communities of re- 
ligious women who do _ not 
have occasion for contact 
with possible candidates. These 
depend on you in a very 
special way. Of course, the 
confessor is the safest and 
most frequent advisor in this 
matter of directing souls to- 
ward their particular state in 
life. I heard recently of a priest 
who said that over 200 persons 
claim that he is responsible for 
their vocation, and all he did 
was ask them, as they were 
about to leave the confessional, 
if they ever thought of becom- 
ing priests or religious. We were 
told a few years ago that we 
ought to look for boys and girls 
for priestly and religious vo- 
cations, rather than those with 
one. In your own work as 
confessors, guidance and vo- 
cation directors, you often 
receive an “inside view,” 
and when you are aware 
of the presence of goodness and 
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greatness of soul, why shouldn’t 
you invite such a young person 
to consider the dedication of self 
to Christ? If you are willing to 
sacrifice your time to give spir- 
itual direction to such a soul, 
there will be no limits to the de- 
gree of generosity which you 
may see develop there. 
According to the plan of God 
only you, His priests, can per- 
form the greatest act of worship 
and honor that can be given to 
Him, namely, the offering of 


When the ideal is sought, and 
with your help grace attained 
by our young women, they will 
no longer be blinded by the 
things of sense, but will search 
for that which is “from above.” 
Then they will be true to their 
calling as images of our Lady 
and the Son will become mys- 
tically re-incarnate in them. 
This is the most powerful way 
to help vocations to the Sister- 
hood and it is only possible 
through you, “the dispensers of 


j the Eucharistic sacrifice. the mysteries of God.” 
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Proto-Martyr of Douay 


| When Protestant chaplain at St. John’s College, Oxford, 
/ (Blessed Cuthbert Mayne) was nearly arrested on account of an 
intercepted letter from Douay urging him to go there. After 
an interval of three years, he arrived there in 1573, and in 
1576 was welcomed as a priest in Mr. Tregian’s house in 
Cornwall, where he passed as his steward. 


: On June 8, 1577, High Sheriff Stone surrounded the house 
| with some hundred men, and in seizing the martyr struck his 
hand against something hard, and asked him if he wore a coat 
of mail. On tearing open his clothes, an Agnus Dei was dis- 
H covered hanging from his neck in a case of silver and crystal. 
i In his indictment, the fourth article charged him with having 
brought into the Kingdom a vain and superstitious thing 
called an Agnus Dei, blessed, as they say, by the Bishop of 
Rome, and having delivered the same to Mr. Francis Tregian. 
There was no proof in support of any of the charges, but he 
was nevertheless sentenced to death. 

After five months imprisonment among the lowest crimi- 
nals, he suffered at Launceston, November 29, 1577: hanged, 
drawn, quartered. 

On the eve of his execution a bright light filled his cell, as 
a harbinger of the Proto-Martyr of Douay on receiving his 
crown.—Bowden’s Mementoes. 
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How a Census Helped Us 


NICHOLAS A. SCHNEIDER 


HE Spetember, 1958, the men of 

Holy Cross Parish in Saint 
Louis, Missouri, took a census. 
They visited every dewelling in 
the parish boundaries as their 
part in the State-wide Catholic 
Census taken at that time. The 
September, 1958, census was not 
our first parish census. Several 
had been taken in the past and 
the Senior Legion of Mary of 
Holy Cross is constantly taking 
census. The advantage of the 
September ’58 census was this: 
one week’s concentrated door- 
bell ringing by 180 men gave us 
a picture of the parish that was 
almost 100% accurate. On the 
night of October 7, 1958, we 
priests could hold the census 
ecards in our hands and truth- 
fully say: “Tonight we can 
know our parish as it really it.” 

The speed with which the 
men took and completed the 
census precluded the possibility 
of enough people moving out or 
in, dying, coming back to the 
Sacraments, etc., to materially 
change the facts on the cards. 
On that one evening we had as 
good a grasp of our parish sit- 
uation as we could ever hope 
for. 

There were no earth-quaking 
new discoveries. Monsignor 
Hellriegel, the pastor, knows 
most of the 1700 members of 
his flock by their first name. 
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A snapshot 
of the parish 


He also knows the state of their 
soul. But there are always those 
sheep who hide in the pasture 
of a parish and do not reveal 
themselves. With the comple- 
tion of the census we at last 
know of them all. But then the 
question arose: “How can we 
utilize the information? How 
can we make the census cards 
contribute to the life of the 
parish?” 


The census cards used in the 
Missouri Catholic Census are 
very serviceable and easy to 
work with. They are based upon 
the Royal-McBee system which 
is sometimes called a ‘‘needle,”’ 
and information on the cards 
can be rapidly ascertained. No 
meticulous plodding through 
hundreds of cards is necessary 
to obtain desired facts. 


The cards confirmed what we 
already knew about our fallen- 
away and bad-marriage parish- 
ioners. Some new names were 
added to those lists. A few more 
children were put in our “Not- 
baptized-but-should-be” file. 
All this information gave us 
more weitcomed leg-work and 
doorbell punching to do, seek- 
ing lost sheep. But the census 
also produced other noteworthy 
results. 


In that same September of 
1958 we started a catechism 
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class for our Catholic students 
attending public high schools. 
The census cards gave us leads 
on more students for the class. 
One of the direct results of the 
census was our setting up of ca- 
techism classes for our children 
in public grade schools: We 
found we had enough children 
going to such schools to warrant 
organized religion classes. The 
Senior Legion of Mary used the 
census cards to contact the chil- 
dren’s parents, and the Junior 
Legion is now conducting four 
classes for these children every 
Saturday morning. 

One of the long-felt needs in 
Holy Cross has been to do some- 
thing for the converts living in 
the parish. We heard about the 
Guild of Saint Paul, a convert- 
club organization started by 
Monsignor Nienaber of Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky. We decided this 
was the answer to our problem. 
The next difficulty was how to 
contact our converts to organize 
them. We went to the census 
cards and, by using the needle, 
pulled out the cards with “Con- 
vert” indicated on them. All 
adult converts living in the par- 
ish received a postcard announ- 
eing our plan to start a Guild. 
Twenty-five converts came to 
the first meeting. This could not 
have been accomplished either 
so quickly or so well if the cen- 
sus had not been made. 

Organization Is Vital 

Everything living is organi- 
zed. So with the parish. A liv- 
ing parish is an organized par- 
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ish. The census enabled us to 
more thoroughly organize. We 
divided Holy Cross into 39 
neighborhoods. Each neigh- 
borhood has been given a 
patron saint and a neighbor- 
hood captain. The captains are 
asked to watch over their neigh- 
borhood and keep tab on who 
is moving out or in, if there are 
any sick in the neighborhood, 
what other problems the people 
are facing. Some neighborhood 
captains have appointed block 
captains to help them. Each 
neighborhood captain turns in a 
form-report once a month. The 
reports are then worked on by 
three women volunteers who 
take the information from the 
reports and adjust the census 
ecards accordingly. The women 
also check with the parish sec- 
retary to note baptisms, deaths, 
and so forth, on the cards. In 
this way our census cards are 
kept up to date from month to 
month. Any problems reported 
are turned over to the priests. 
The names and addresses of any 
new families or persons moving 
into the parish are sent to one 
of our two welcoming commit- 
tees of women who call on each 
of the newcomers ‘and give 
them information about the 
parish and its societies, make a 
census card for the family or 
person, and invite them to call 
at the rectory to meet the pas- 
tor. The advantages of this sys- 
tem are obvious. 


At present our women are 
preparing a home-to home visi- 
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tation of all parishioners to in- 
terest them in joining the So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the 
Faith. The census card informa- 
tion and neighborhood organi- 
zation have aided them greatly 
in their preparatory work for 
this visitation. The visitation 
will be carried on by 100 
women. Preliminary prepara- 
tion meetings and the kickoff 
meeting are following a set 
schedule, each meeting to ac- 
complish one phase of the work. 
This successful mode of oper- 
ation is also a lesson we learned 
from the September ’58 Census. 

In the near future we hope 
to begin a study-club in each of 
our 39 neighborhoods. The topic 
will be the ‘“Teenage Code” of 
conduct developed by a group 
of priests, religious, and laymen 
in the Archdiocese of Saint 
Louis. Having the members of 


each neighborhood discuss this 
Code of Conduct among them- 
selves in their neighborhood 
gives them a chance to meet 
each other and determine upon 
a fixed code of conduct for all 
the teenage members of that 
neighborhood group. 


Perhaps many of these pro- 
jects would have been accom- 
plished without the census. Cer- 
tainly to have attempted them 
without the information derived 
from the Census Cards would 
have presented much more of a 
problem. That it has made our 
people more apostolic goes 
without saying. All of the pre- 
parations, taking the Census it- 
self, the call-backs and follow- 
up, and the parochial develop- 
ments since the Census have 
contributed to making our 
parish a more vital cell in the 
Mystical Body of Christ. 


+ + 


. 


> 


> 
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Really Black Ignorance 


The really black ignorance of non-Catholics is ignorance 
about the Real Presence. It is indispensable that we should pro- 
claim to them: “There hath stood One in the midst of you whom 
you know not.” Have you not noticed that when any sect sets 
up an altar and claims a priesthood it straightway calls itself 
Catholic? Any form of the Christian religion which claims an 
altar and a sacrifice ceases to be offensively individual, ceases 
to live on opposition, and is ashamed of being Protestant, and 
yearns for the Great Brotherhood. The Eucharist is the divinely 
given Pledge of Brotherly Love—itself one of the most attrac- 
tive themes for missionary preaching—Father Walter Elliott, 


C.S.P. 
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Our Roots in America 


An indirect apologetic 


[)URING the past summer, the 

climax of a great deal of 
clerical “gab” came when three 
priest companions and myself 
piled into the latest model 
Chevy of the four and headed 
west toward California. We 
carefully followed the ‘master 
plan” of our minute map, wish- 
ing to see as much of our beau- 
tiful country as possible in the 
allotted three weeks of our va- 
cation. 


From the natural beauty of 
the Grand Canyon to the hu- 
man ingenuity of Disneyland, 
we covered nearly 5,000 miles 
of the Golden West, stopping at 
practically every highway sign 
that promised a famous or 
unique sight. 


During our tour we became 
increasingly proud of the great 
number of national landmarks 
which depicted the role of the 
Church in forging the history 
of our country, especially the 
western trail of the Franciscans, 
whose footprints became a 
chain of mission churches, the 
cultural, religious and artistic 
threads of which are woven 
forever into the fabric of Amer- 
ican history. One who has real- 
ly toured the United States 
could never consider Catholic- 
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ism as a foreign institution or 
alien to American culture. 

But yet the more of these 
missions at which we stopped 
the more I understood why the 
Church received such a low 
grade in the field of public re- 
lations according to a rather 
recent study of its efficiency as 
an operating institution by an 
American company concerned 
with management. 

Many a map and highway 
sign called the tourist off the 
highway to them and I’m sure 
they receive numerous visitors 
daily. Being such a visitor in- 
terested in the historical, and 
at the same time a priest natur- 
ally conscious of his Church 
and how to “get her ahead,” I 
was struck by one of the grand- 
est opportunities lost —the al- 
most total lack of any serious 
effort to “sell the Faith.” Cer- 
tainly I am aware that in many 
instances such property or sites 
are now held and maintained 
jointly by the Church and State, 
and I am also aware that all 
due prudence must be observed 
in any presentation of Catholic 
teaching, as the typical visitor 
is interested and prepared for 
only the historical aspect of 
such a site. However, with 
prudence and good taste, these 
missions afford a wonderful and 
natural Catholic Information 
Center where a visitor may 
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have corrected any misconcep- 
tion or learn a great deal about 
such Catholic truths as the Real 
Presence or the reason for such 
Catholic devotions as venera- 
tion of our Blessed Mother and 
the saints. 


But aside from one or two of 
the missions which had a pam- 
phlet rack or provided a guide, 
many were “run down” (infor- 
mation wise) and charged an 
entrance fee, after which the 
visitor was “allowed” in and 
left on his own. In a couple of 
instances a _ religious goods 
store was attached where the 
prices seemed unusually high 
and at my own observation the 
lady clerks did not seem too 
friendly. In one case, a rather 
famous mission was managed 
jointly with a religious goods 
store by an elderly lady who 
was obviously a volunteer, for 
she rather curtly told us as she 
took our quarter that we must 
hurry as she was closing in ten 
minutes. In a couple of cases 
any information concerning a 
religious article or painting was 
typed rather than printed, on 
slips of paper drooping with 
age and in poor style. At no 
time did any guide give any 
kind of formal talk about the 
significance of the artistic altar 
centerpiece or backdrop in 
Catholic worship or a striking 
Indian painting of Mary and 
her role in Catholic life. 


Here let me pause and apolo- 
gize for such criticism, especi- 
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ally as one who is a stranger to 
the possible and unknown 
problems in the particular par- 
ish with which such an old 
mission might be connected. I 
don’t mean in any way to infer 
that anyone has fallen down on 
a job. I know that many of 
these old missions were rebuilt 
or restored at the price of hard 
work, personal interest, and ex- 
pense, sometimes as a project of 
that fine group of men who 
bear the proud title of Serrans, 
sometimes by a single individu- 
al. 


Any appearance of criticism 
is intended only in the con- 
structive vein by calling atten- 
tion to the tremendous potenti- 
alities for dissemination of 
Catholic information through 
such historical sites which ?m 
sure I am not the first to note. 


In contrast to the Catholic 
Missions and as an example 
how good will can be engen- 
dered by a church, let me point 
to the Morman Temple at Salt 
Lake City, Utah. Coupled with 
the overall politeness with 
which the visitor on one of 
their many daily tours is re- 
ceived by a properly dressed 
young man, was nevertheless 
an unabashed request to respect 
their beliefs by not smoking on 
the grounds. Without admit- 
tance fee of any kind, the visi- 
tor is treated to a very fine or- 
gan recital in their famous, 
perfectly acoustical building. 
Even the selection “Ave Maria” 
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was listed on a well printed 
program for the evident good- 


F will benefit of Catholics. 


The guides seemed most anx- 


} ious to explain the many points 
« of interest and did not hesitate 


at all to invite questions on 
religious belief, even 
though it makes up one of the 
most contrived and fantastic 
sects in America. With appar- 
ent ease, he explained the 
“Monument of Birds,” a huge 
pedestal topped by the granite 
likeness of two seagulls, sym- 
bolic of the many who, in Mor- 
mon literature, miraculously 
saved the crops in the time of 
Brigham Young, by consuming 
a plague of locusts. I wonder- 
ed to myself how many lay 
Catholics could so well explain 
our many worldwide monu- 
ments to the Mother of God. To 
the apparent satisfaction of an 
attentive crowd he explained 
their early practice of polygamy 
and that only Mormons are per- 
mitted in the Temple building 
itself. I wondered how much 
suspicion would have been 
aroused, say, if the same pro- 
hibition were voiced by a Vati- 
can guide concerning St. Peter’s. 
At any rate, I was very im- 
pressed by the opportunity they 
saw and capitalized on, in 
behalf of their faith, towards 
tourists. 


Outsiders Are Interested 


I often think with so many 
other writers that we underes- 
timate the interest of non-Cath- 
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olics in things Catholic. In par- 
ticular, a Protestant on vaca- 
tion, away from non-Catholic 
home environment and inquisi- 
tive friends, could feel free in 
a Catholic historical spot to ask 
questions or learn from well 
planned displays the Faith of 
the greatest majority of Chris- 
tians. 


I remember that I learned a 
great deal about life and me- 
chanics aboard an early clipper 
ship. While on the wharves of 
San Francisco we paid 50c to 
visit on board one of the last 
of these great and_ graceful 
American clipper ships. On 
many well printed and attrac- 
tive plaques attached to such 
objects as the anchor, rigging, 
or cook’s stove in the galley, 
one gathered a lot of informa- 
tion about sailing. 


Why could not information 
be given on our Catholic Faith 
in the same way? In every mis- 
sion church, the greatest a- 
mount of early art work was 
centered on the altar and thus 
the attention and interest of the 
visitor was directed there. How 
well could a “plug” be put in 
for the Holy Eucharist as the 
great “treasure” which the art 
of man seeks to enhance with 
his very best efforts, for it is 
truly the Body and Blood of 
Our Saviour! How appropri- 
ately could the beautiful and 
printed words from the sixth 
chapter of St. John be placed 
on a nice plaque in or near the 
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sanctuary! In regard to the 
numerous images of Our Lady 
and the saints, how well might 
be pointed out in easy-to-read 
print the role of Mary in our 
salvation and hence why “all 
generations” should “call her 
blessed,” as well as the role of 
saints as members of Heaven’s 
Hall of Fame! The numerous 
crucifixes could be pointed out 
with the observation that its 
remembrance is why Catholics 
don’t eat meat on Friday—and 
so on. 


Our Roots in America 


Many dioceses and religious 
orders spend thousands of dol- 
lars to erect downtown or su- 
burban information centers 
with well-stocked libraries and 
pamphlet racks and seek out 
the public to make use of them. 
This same public is already at- 
tracted to the historical center 
and it only remains for them to 
carry out with them a little bit 
more information, knowledge 
and respect about the Church 
whose roots extend back, not 
buried in the past but still 
building beautiful churches to 
serve the faith of the children 
of the mission builders. 


Surely, it would not take 
much money to print attractive 
plaques or provide a_ well- 
lighted and constantly refresh- 
ed pamphlet rack. If feasible, 
the Legion of Mary, a CFM 
group or the Apostolate of Good 
Will of the CCD could provide 
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a member to periodically take 
groups through and explain to 
them the beauties of the old 
mission and the old Mother 
Church. What is needed most 
of all is the imagination and 
interest in the potentialities and 
opportunities afforded in a par- 
ticular place to put the Church’s 
past to work for the Church’s 
future. It is good public rela- 
tions. 

Well, I’ve said it—got it off. 
my chest—the reflections of the 
past summer. I’m sure that 
there are hundreds of Catholic 
centers taking advantage of 
their historicity in behalf of the 
Faith, and I just happened up- 
on those which have not as yet 
fully developed such a venture. 
But, dear brother priests, we 
are surrounded on every side by 
clever advertisements and in- 
genious commercials building 
up desire and urging us to in- 
quire and buy a particular pro- 
duct. Modern American know- 
how and salesmanship are at 
their peak and known the world 
over for ingenuity. We can 
learn a great deal from our ma- 
terialistic brother-salesmen and 
apply some of their techniques 
to the sale of the greatest pro- 
duct in the world—the pearl of 
great price—our Faith. Was 
that not the lesson in the par- 
able of the unjust steward when 
Our Redeemer reprimanded: 
“the children of this world... . 
are more prudent than the chil- 
dren of light.” 

rN 
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Questioning on Self-Abuse 


The degree of formal sin 


ARELY, if ever, can a con-~ 
fessor be absolutely cer- 
tain of the exact degree of sub- 
jective guilt of a penitent, no 
matter how much he may ques- 
tion him. And in many cases it 
is difficult to be very sure 
whether the degree of guilt is 
sufficient for mortal sin or not. 
And so, in many cases, the_con- 
fessor must act on presumptions 
“ex ordinarie contingentibus.” 


In the matter of self-abuse, 
this seems especially true. In 
general, I would suggest that if 
the penitent’s confession con- 
tains other serious sins, or gives 
evidence of gross neglect of or- 
dinary means of avoiding sin, 
the confessor may safely pre- 
sume that the confessed sins of 
self-abuse are grave, too. He 
may occasionally be wrong in 
this presumption, but it would 
ordinarily seem to be a fair one. 


On the other hand, if the cir- 
cumstances of the confession 
seem to indicate that the peni- 
tent is a person of delicate con- 
science, sincerely trying to 
avoid serious sin, there is at 
least some reason to doubt the 
subjective gravity of his sins of 
self-abuse; not yet enough rea- 
son to create grounds for a pru- 
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dent presumption of the absence 
of subjective grave guilt; but at 
least enough reason to go into 
the matter a bit more. Such a 
confession might be one that 
has covered a relatively short 
period, and contains no other 
cbjectively grave sins nor any 
evidence of gross negligence of 
ordinary means of avoiding sin. 


As a first question in such a 
situation, I would suggest some- 
thing like this: “Do you think 
that these acts were fully de- 
liberate, or only partly delib- 
erate, or not deliberate at all?” 
and I would speak slowly 
enough to bring out the three- 
fold distinction and perhaps 
add, especially if the penitent 
shows hesitance in answering: 
“Or are you doubtful about it?” 


If his answer is anything less 
than “fully deliberate,” that is, 
if he answers “partly” or ‘not 
at all” or “doubtful,” I suggest 
instructing him to add _ that 
qualification in future confes- 
sions of any sins where the 
matter is serious. The instruc- 
tion might be something like 
this: “Whenever you confess 
anything where the matter is 
matter for a mortal sin, as self- 
abuse always is, but you don’t 
think that it was fully delib- 
erate, tell the priest that when 
you confess it. You can say 
something like: ‘I don’t think it 
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was fully deliberate, but I am 
sorry for whatever sin I may 
have committed.’ ” 


Continued Questioning 


If his answer to the threefold 
distinction is: “Fully,” I think 
that there can still be some 
reason to doubt, because many 
seem to confuse awareness with 
deliberateness, and others like 
to put their confession at its 
worst, just to “be on the safe 
side.” So, in this matter, I sug- 
gest continuing somewhat as 
follows: ‘If these sins were ful- 
ly deliberate, it means that you 
should be able to stop them if 
you make up your mind to do 
sO; are you going to stop them?” 
Presumably, he will answer af- 
firmatively; but if not, then 
certainly the confessor should 
give him an exhortation stress- 
ing motivation. But if he ans- 
wers affirmatively, the confes- 
sor might next ask: “How are 
you going to avoid these sins? 
What means will you use?” Or, 
he might take a short-cut by 
asking whether the penitent has 
been trying to avoid these sins, 
and if so, by what means. 


If it becomes apparent from 
this line of questioning that the 
penitent has been taking the or- 
dinary means of avoiding un- 
necessary temptations, I sug- 
gest pursuing the matter at 
least one step further: “Does 
this happen when you are in 
bed or at other times?” If he 
answers: “In bed,” the confes- 
sor might next ask: “Did you 
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intend to do this before you 
went to bed?” If the answer is 
“Yes,” grave sin is to be pre- 
sumed. But if the answer is 
“No,” next try: “Were you try- 
ing to get to sleep when the 
process started?” If the answer 
is “Yes,” or if the indication is 
that he had already been asleep 
and then awakened, it is gen- 
erally safe to presume that the 
subjective guilt is not grave. 


And I believe that this should 
be told to the penitent, so as to 
remove anxieties which may be 
aggravating the situation and to 
avoid causing despair, but cau- 
tiously, so as not to lead to 
laxism. The confessor might 
say: “These acts are always 
mortal sins when they are done 
fully deliberately; but if they 
happen in the way you have 
just described, when you can 
honestly say that you did not 
intend to do them before going 
to bed, that you were honestly 
trying to get to sleep when the 
process started, then most prob- 
ably you have not committed a 
mortal sin; because in that state 
of trying to get to sleep, one is 
usually not in full possession of 
his faculties; and acts done in 
that state are usually not fully 
deliberate.” 


Technique of Resistance 


If in answer to the question 
as to whether these acts hap- 
pened in bed or at other times, 
the penitent says “other times,” 
or “during the day,” I suggest 
stopping the questioning there, 
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“and merely giving ordinary ad- 
Si vice about distracting the mind 
{to other things. For example: 

§ “As soon as you recognize that 
» your thoughts or daydreams are 
ie getting 
@territory, try to distract your 


into even dangerous 


i mind to something else, by talk- 


) story, 
* something entirely different, 
? like being a hero in a ball-game 
! or something similar.” 


ing to someone, even by tele- 
phone, or reading a good, clean 
or at least imagining 


Undoubtedly, 
still be 


such acts can 
indeliberate or only 


3) partly deliberate, or only in- 
| directly voluntary, but because 
i of danger of excessive embar- 


7 rassment in going into further 


i circumstances, 
| the greater danger of misunder- 
| standing, 


and because of 


I suggest dropping 
further questioning, and con- 


| sidering the sins as doubtfully 


grave in subjective guilt. I 
would pursue the matter fur- 


ther only if the penitent clearly 
indicated a desire to discuss it 
further; or if there were some 
other extrinsic reason for so 
doing — e.g., if the penitent was 
a student for the priesthood. 

As should be evident, this 
does not pretend to be an ex- 
haustive treatment of the pas- 
toral problem of  self-abuse. 
There are many excellent 
treatises available on methods 
of cure when the problem is one 
of habitual sin in which the 
subjective guilt is grave. Much, 
too, has been written on the 
diagnosis and treatment of vari- 
ous psychiatric cases involving 
self-abuse. The suggestions giv- 
en above are meant only as an 
aid to discover and help one 
type of penitent who confesses 
acts of self-abuse as though 
they were formal mortal sins, 
when actually there is good rea- 
son to doubt the gravity of sub- 
jective guilt. 


+ +¢ + 


‘One Holy Communion’ 


Up to the very last hours before his reception into the 
Church, the friends of the great Cardinal Newman endeavored 


to dissuade him from taking the final step. 


None of their 


arguments seemed to have any effect on their friend. 
Finally they decided to try what they thought would be 
an irresistible appeal: “Think of what you are doing,” they ex- 


claimed. 


“If you become a Catholic you will thereby forfeit 


your income of 4,000 pounds a year.” 
But instead of Newman’s resolve being shaken, it was his 


friends who were reduced to speechlessness by his answer: 
“What are 4,000 pounds compared with one Holy Communion?” 
—Stories of the Sacraments, by Fr. J. P. Schaefer, C.SS.R. 
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[s there any specific legislation 

forbidding the singing of pa- 
triotic songs in church? I am 
particularly interested to know 
if the “Star Spangled Banner” 
may be sung in church. 


We are not aware of any 
ecclesiastical legislation forbid- 
ding the singing of the national 
anthem in church. We are aware 
of it being done not only in our 
own country but also the vari- 
ous countries of Europe. 


BREVIARY DIFFICULTY 


In the office of St. Andrew, 
what antiphons were to be used 
at the little hours; for the feast 
or for the feria? 


The office of St. Andrew fell 
on Monday, Nov. 30, 1959. The 
antiphons and psalms for this 
feast now are the antiphons and 
psalms for the current feria. 
Since the changes made neces- 
sary by the decree of March 23, 
1955, only Matins, Lauds, Ves- 
pers and Compline are proper 
to the feast. This is another 
indication of how important it 
is for priests now to follow 
their ordo and not the direc- 
tions given in their breviary. 


ADOPTED CHILD 
What type of ceremony can 
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be used for an adopted baby? 
May it be baptized again? 
Certainly if the child has 
been validly baptized, a second 
baptismal ceremony cannot take 
place. However, if the com- 
plete ceremony had not taken 
place, the ceremonies could be 
supplied. It is known that in 
these cases some priests have 
the foster parents bring the 
child to church. At this time, 
the child is dedicated to the 
Blessed Mother with an appro- 
priate prayer; also the blessing 
for a child which is found in 
the ritual can be given. The 
“synthetic” godparents can be 
present at this ceremony. 


BURIAL SERVICE 
There seems to be a custom 
in our area for the priest to 
stand at the head of the grave. 


Isn’t it more correct to stand at 


the foot of the grave? 


Ceremony books direct that | 


at the cemetery services the 
priest stands at the foot of the 
grave, while the cross-bearer 
and acolytes stand at the head 
of the grave. 


Goop FRIDAY 
At the Good Friday service 
shouldn’t we kneel on both 
knees for the flectamus? And 
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which way should the lector 
face for the first lesson of Good 
Friday? 

The directives for the new 
Holy Week Ceremonies tell us 
that on Good Friday the cele- 
brant kneels on both knees for 
a short time in silent prayer 
after the flectamus genua has 
been said or chanted. 


Rubricists tell us that the lec- 
' tor faces the altar while he 
reads the prescribed lesson. 


ALTAR CANDLES 
In churches that have only 
one High Mass or one sung 
_Mass a week, may the High 
Mass candles be placed on the 


? altar just for that Mass, or must 


they stand on the altar at all 
_ times? 

_ The various regulations for 
altars and their adornments in- 
dicate that so-called High Mass 
candles and candlesticks remain 
on the altar at all times. The 
two candles and candlesticks 
used for low Mass may be re- 
moved, but no such directive 
is given for the High Mass 
candles, 


Forty Hours’ PROCESSION 

Kindly give me the correct 
line-up for the Forty Hours’ 
Procession. I am particularly 
interested in the proper place 
for monsignors. 


The order of procession is: 


Lay members of societies, 
confraternities, etc. 
Cross-bearer between two 


May / 1960 


acolytes who are carrying light- 
ed candles. 

The choir vested in cassock 
and surplice. 

The clergy, vested in cassock 
and surplice and in order of 
correct precedence. 

Prelates (if they are vested 
in sacred vestments), juniores 
et priores. 

Torchbearers, 
two thurifers. 

Celebrant with the deacon 
and subdeacon, walking under 
the canopy. 

Prelates who are vested not 
in sacred vestments, but. in 
choir dress, juniores et priores. 

Laymen not belonging to or- 
ganizations at the head of the 
procession, 


followed by 


DispLAyY OF FLaGs 
What is the exact and correct 
position of the American and 
Papal flags in church? 


Bishop Arnold of the Mili- 
tary Ordinariate some years 
ago sent out the following reg- 
ulations about the American 
and Papal flags. 

“In the Church: If the flags 
are displayed in the chancel 
(sanctuary), the Flag of the 
United States is placed at the 
left side (gospel side) as seen 
by the congregation, and all 
other flags, including the Chris- 
tian Flag, at the right, as seen 
by the congregation. If the flags 
are placed outside of the chan- 
cel, then the Flag of the United 
States shall be placed at the 
right (epistle) as seen by the 
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congregation, and all other 
flags, including the Christian 
Flag, at the left, as seen by the 
congregation. 


“In the Parish Hall: When the 
flags are displayed on a plat- 
form, and from a staff, the 
Flag of the United States should 
be placed at the speaker’s right. 
Any other flag, so displayed, 
should be placed to the speak- 
er’s left. When the flag of the 
United States is displayed flat 
on the _ speaker’s platform it 
should be placed above and be- 
hind the speaker. When the 
United States Flag is displayed 
with another flag against the 
wall, staffs crossed, the Flag of 
the United States should be on 
the left as seen by the audience, 
with its staff in front of the 
other flag.” 


REQUIEM Mass FoR PRIEST 


As I understand the rubric, 
when a Requiem Mass is said 
for a priest, the first Mass of 
All Souls’ Day should be said 
with the oration proper to a de- 
parted priest. But this would 
be only if the Mass is Dies obi- 
tus or an anniversary Mass. 
That at least seems to be a jus- 
tifiable inference from the way 
the rubric is stated. 


If the occasion is neither Dies 
obitus nor an anniversary, 
which Mass should be said? The 
first Mass of All Souls’ Day 
with the proper oration? The 
Missa quotidiana with the pro- 
per oration? 
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I have asked a number of 
priests and have received dif- 
ferent answers. Would you be 
good enough to set me straight 
on this point? : 


The first Mass of All Souls’ 
Day is said for priests on the 
day of death, burial, on the 
third, seventh, and thirtieth 
days, on the anniversary, eith- 
er in the strict sense or wide 
sense. It is used whenever the 
Mass in die obitus or the Mass 
in die anniversario would be 
used for a lay person. On all 
other days, the Missa quoti- 
diana would be said with the 
proper oration found in the 
orationes diversae. 


WHAT Mass To BE OFFERED? 


On a day when we have a 
choice of Masses and my inten- 
tion is for a deceased person, 
am I obliged to offer a Requiem 
Mass? 


Unless it has been expressly 
requested that the priest offer 
a Requiem Mass for the de- 
ceased person, one’s obligation 


is fulfilled by saying the Mass | 


of the day or a votive Mass, 


other than a Requiem Mass : 


(S.R.C. No. 4031). The Sacred 
Congregation also stated that 
when one is saying the Greg- 
orian series of Masses, there is 
no obligation to say a Requiem 
Mass on days when it is per- 
mitted. However, they did add 
that it is laudable to say the 
Requiem Mass. 
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i aration 
‘ when applied to the function of 
* the civil law? 


—— SSS 


Separation and 


| ‘Alimony without divorce’ 


| \\HAT various aspects does 


the fact of canonical sep- 
in marriage assume 


The legal institute of ‘“‘sep- 


i arate maintenance,” sometimes 
§ called 
) vorce,” is an action which seeks 
) independent subsidy for a wife 
) separated from her husband 
/ without a petition for 
| vorce or even separation. In 
) no way does it have any effect 


“alimony without di- 


di- 


upon the bond of marriage nor 
does it alter in any way the 


| marital status of the spouses. 
Its basis lies in the obligations 


of the husband deriving from 
the fact that while the marriage 
lasts the wife must be support- 


| ed. It is usually joined with a 
- decree of separation from board 
' and although it exists generally 
in favor of the wife, it may 


happen that a wife will be com- 
pelled to support an infirm hus- 
band. This institute exists in all 
states but New Hampshire. Al- 
though only ten states have 
special laws referring to this 
legal provision, the other states 
wherein it exists without spe- 
cial laws recognize it through 
actions in the court of equity. 

Legal separation, an action 
somewhat comparable to canon- 
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ical separation, exists in 33 
states. Those states which lack 
this particular institute and in 
which it is impossible for a 
spouse to obtain any redress ex- 
cept by way of an absolute di- 
vorce are the following: Con- 
necticut, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, 
Iowa, Mississippi, Minnesota, 
Nevada, Ohio, South Carolina, 
Texas, Washington, West Vir- 
ginia, and Wyoming. Of those 
states which allow the action of 
legal separation, Arizona, Colo- 
rado, Pennsylvania and South 
Dakota concede it only in favor 
of the wife. In only one state, 
Florida, is judicial separation 
expressly prohibited by law. 

Although until quite recently 
South Carolina was the only 
state not allowing absolute di- 
vorce, now, upon the results of 
the elections of 1948, that state 
permits divorce. Today, there- 
fore, absolute divorce is recog- 
nized in every state. 

In addition to these discrep- 
ancies, as affecting the type of 
action available, the causes for 
the varied actions are also var- 
iant and thus increase the dif- 
ficulty of establishing definite 
suggestions for ecclesiastical au- 
thorities. So divergent are the 
laws for an action of separate 
maintenance, that only individ- 
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ual study of the particular laws 
for each state would be a prac- 
tical course to follow. 

Legal separation, too, may 
be conceded solely for the .caus- 
es expressly enumerated in the 
laws of each state. Here also 
great discrepancy is found 
among the states. The most 
common causes are malicious 
desertion (in 33 states) and 
cruelty (in 30 states). Even 
here the duration of the de- 
sertion postulated for the 
instituting of an action var- 
ies among the various states 
involved. Adultery is cause 
for separation in 23 states, 
but in two states, viz. Arizona 
and Pennsylvania, this action 
is allowed only to the wife, 
while in Kentucky a husband 
may seek this remedy because 
of his wife’s immoral conduct, 
but it is open only to the wife, 
if it is proved that her spouse 
is living in a continuous state 
of adultery. Habitual drunken- 
ness is a ground for this action 
in 20 states, again with variant 
terms of the duration of the 
habit postulated for the action 
to be accepted. In Arizona, only 
the wife may plead this case, 
and not the husband. To add to 
this variety, there are 32 other 
causes which permit of legal se- 
paration. 

The causes for absolute di- 
vorce are too numerous to men- 
tion. It will suffice to say that 
the universal cause is adultery, 
and generally one act is suffi- 
cient, but Kentucky and Texas 
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demand a continuance of the 
delict or a living in adultery on 
the part of the man. 

In view of so many inconsis- 
tencies and variations, and these 
even in a single country, it is 
no wonder that the compilers of 
the Code of Canon Law have — 
omitted inclusion of any uni- 
versal law that would serve as 
a guiding norm for bishops 
when they are faced with re- 
quests by parties to institute 
civil action after a separation 
has been’ granted by the 
Church. The universal law of 
the Church does, however, rec- 
ognize the competency of the 
State over the civil effects of 
the marriage contract, but at 
the same time adamantly de- 
clares the Church’s exclusive 
competence over the marriages 
of baptized persons. These 
unions are not subject to the 
State whether it is a matter of 
separation or of dissolution, for 
these aspects of marriage are by 
no means limited to the mere 
civil effects of the sacrament. 
Yet, despite these assertions in 
the ecclesiastical law, the prob- 
lem remains and its practical 
solution necessitates some au- 
thoritative directions. With no_ 
directive norms presented in) 
the universal law, one must. 
have recourse to particular re-. 
sponses for those faced with re- 
quests to approach the civil 
courts with marriage problems. 

(King, ‘Canonical Proce- 
dure in Separation Cases,” p.| 
139) 
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The Catholic Dimension | 
in Higher Education 


by Justus George Lawler 


Newman, Westminster, Md., 1959 
pp. xxi and 302, $3.95 


HIS is an able layman’s “I Ac- 

cuse,” a continuation of the 
criticism of Catholic higher edu- 
cation. His reading was wide and 
deep, and he brings it all to bear 
on what he thinks wrong with 
our schools. Although young, he 


4 is making a name for himself in 
' the educational field and will be 
| listened to as he climbs toward 
| the position to which he aspires. 


As to what Professor Lawler 
thinks wrong with our higher 
education, it seems to him, among 


‘ other things, too resolutely turn- 


ed toward the Middle Ages. It is 
too exclusively intellectual, leav- 
ing little place for the aesthetic 
and giving little lift to the spirit. 
It is too clergy-dominated, grant- 
ing too uncertain a place to the 
layman wishing to witness to the 
truth. Formulations of its edu- 
eational theory are too detailed 
and inflexible, stemming often 
from a religious Rule drawn up 
for another age. It is too utilitar- 
ian, little interested in knowledge 
for its own sake. In justifying 
his. position, the professor gives 
us much that is worth careful 
thought. Whether one entirely 
agrees with him or not, Lawler 
will repay rereading. 


However, the professor’s influ- 
ence on Catholic higher education 
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would probably be more effective 
if he were a bit less “liberal” in 
some of his conclusions. For ex- 
ample it is true that when Stra- 
chey calls Lord Acton “that al- 
most hysterical reviler of priest- 
craft and persecution,” Strachey 
is writing caricature while Acton 
writes history? Acton at various 
times declared that “The papacy 
contrived murder and massacred 
on the largest and almost on the 
most cruel and inhuman scale. 
They were not only wholesale as- 
sassins, but they made the prin- 
ciple of assassination a law of the 
Christian Church and a condition 
of Salvation.” 


Acton wrote, too, that St. Pius 
V “held that it was sound Cath- 
olic doctrine that any man may 
stab a heretic condemned by 
Rome, and that every man is a 
heretic who attacks the papal pre- 
rogatives.” Finally, Acton has 
charged that the Council of 
Trent “perpetuated by its decrees 
the spirit of an austere immoral- 
ty, 


When Lord Acton wrote those 
things, was he writing history? 
Is the failure of Catholic higher 
education to teach that sort of 
history one of the things Professor 
Lawler wishes to correct? 


It would be interesting to see 
what a case for Catholic higher 
education the professor could 
make if he applied his talents 
to our performance in the light 
of our handicaps. Competing se- 
cular education is generously 
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tax-supported or commonly heavily 
endowed. (Tax-supported budgets 
may run to more than $50 million 
yearly. One Ivy League school 
recently gathered in a_ short 
drive a sum larger that the act- 
ive endowments of our entire 
Catholic higher educational sys- 
tem.) Financial support of Cath- 
olic higher education is hamper- 
ed by the huge spending on our 
preparatory schools which save 
the tax-payer nearly $1,500,000,000 
a year. 


We agree with the Professor 
that, as on the Mark Hopkins 
principle, a good teacher on one 
end of a log and good students 
on the other will make a good 
university. But they will get little 
recognition from an accrediting 
agency: they lack library and lab- 
oratories. Even if our building 
program were as wise as the pro- 
fessor would wish, our graduate 
school finance problem would re- 
main essentially the same. The 
president of one of the nation’s 
“forty outstanding schools” would 
throw up his hands in horror at 
being so literally forced to “make 
bricks without straw.” 


Moreover, we do have our 
merits. While we are not first 
rank in the highly specialized ed- 
ucation that “teaches more and 
more about less and less,” we do 
give our students — among other 
things — a firm defense of Christ- 
ianity, the most worthy civiliza- 
tion our tired planet has known. 
Our graduates do not lament with 
the decadent Swinburne. 


“Thou hast conquered, O pale 
Galilean. 
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And the world has grown grey 
with thy breath.” 


And as byproducts of our edu-~ 
cation, it is not to our schools 
that the newspapers refer when 
they tell of panty raids, homo- 
sexual rings, protests against loyal- 
ty oaths. It is not our professors 
or graduates who are seen “strag- 
gling back deflowered from a 
Volga boatride.” These things we 
say not boastingly but in the 
spirit of St. Paul’s, “By the grace 
of God I am what I am.” May our 
critics help us to maintain the 
merits we have while we grow to 
the stature we are lacking — John 
E. Coogan, S. J., West Baden 
College, West Baden Springs, Ind- 
iana. 


Christianity In Conflict 
by John A. Hardon, S.J. 


Newman, Westminister, Md., 1959 
pp., 300, $4.50 


pret widespread interest in 
Christian unity stimulated by 
Pope John’s announcement of the 
forthcoming ecumenical council 
renders the appearance of this 
work peculiarly timely. Outspoken 
and frank, but objective and 
friendly, this book presents and 
evaluates from the Catholic stand- | 
point the current Protestant posi- | 
tions on the Bible, on church and 
state relations, on marriage and | 
divorce, on the Christian ministry | 
and the ecumenical movement. | 
It discusses religious educa- | 
tion, social ideals and practices, | 
doctrinal variations, sectarianism, 
the missionary enterprise and the 
meaning of Protestantism. The 
author has drawn his material al- | 
most entirely from Protestant — 
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‘sources, thus giving the reader 
ithe assurance of greater authen- 
§ ticity and accuracy than if it were 
» a compilation from unfriendly ex- 
{ positors or outright adversaries. 


' In recent years Protestants have 
f written several books to acquaint 
i their coreligionists with Catholic 
6 belief and practice, and an evalu- 
ation of them from the Protestant 
* viewpoint has been apparent in 
all. Some of them, like Blan- 
_shard’s, have been more in the 
+ nature of caricatures than exposi- 
) tions. 

To Catholics, the doctrinal be- 
lief of Protestants, even of those 
who are their neighbors, is for the 
most part a terra incognita. This 
is unfortunate. It renders difficult 
the carrying on of a fruitful dia- 


Punxsutawne 


Water 
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logue: it lessens the possibility of 
emphasizing the truths we hold 
in common with a view of mini- 
mizing our differences. 


Conversation * a two-way street. 
We must not only present but we 
must also understand. Otherwise 
the obstacles to the entrance of 
Protestants into the Mystical Body 
remain as unpassable as ever. It 
is only by knowing the points of 
agreement and of disagreement 
that we can shape our Christian 
message to their needs, and draw 
them closer to the fullness of di- 
vine truth. 


Pope Pius XII stressed the need 
for the collaboration of all men 
of good will in meeting the chal- 
lenges of communism and of ag- 
nostic secularism. Such friendly 
and intelligent cooperation be- 
comes more effective when the 
collaborators understand their ba- 


RAYMOND Hag te hag RELIGIOUS GLASSWARE 
enna 


3 OUNCE 4 OUNCE 
White’ Decorated 


Modernistic Holy Water Bottles made of Crystal Clear Glass. 
Each bottle fitted with black and white bakelite leak-proof non- 
corrosive caps. Other styles also available. 


May / 1960 


SOLD BY ALL RELIGIOUS GOODS DEALERS 


485 


Books 1n Review 


sic points of agreement and of 
difference. Indeed, progress  to- 
ward the supremé goal of Chris- 
tian unity becomes possible only 
when both sides clearly under- 
stand where bridges must be built 
and gaps narrowed and ultimately 
closed. 


In response to Pope John’s an- 
nouncement of the forthcoming 
general council with its goal of 
Christian unity, the World Coun- 
cil of Churches declared, ‘“Pro- 
gress toward unity is made when 
churches meet together on the 
basis of their deepest convictions.” 
This book will help Catholics to 
understand the deepest convic- 
tions of their Protestant neigh- 
bors and hence enable them to 
shed light and healing where 
needed most. Well-written, frank, 
friendly and fair, Christianity in 
Conflict will help the shepherd of 
souls in his divinely appointed 
task of hastening the dawning of 
the day when there shall be but 
“one fold and one shepherd.” — 
John A. O’Brien, Notre Dame. 


This Day 
by George Scott-Moncrieff 
Helicon, Baltimore, 1959, 94 pp., $2.50 


HE little book is divided into 

five parts which Gorrespond to 
the parts of the “day” that is the 
lifespan of the Christian. It is con- 
cerned with eternal values and 
with the soul’s reactions to the 
graces which are appropriate to 
the various stages of life, graces 
which enable the soul to accept 
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and to apply to itself those etern- 
al values in a manner consistent 
with those stages of life. It is con- 
cerned with the essential unity of 
a Christian’s lifespan in the order 
of grace, with the growth of the- 
soul through life as the achieving 
of the purpose of its creation. 


The style of the author is a re- 
markably compacted one. There 
is not a wasted sentence or a wast- 
ed word in the book. It is as if 
we had here a distillation of medi- 
tation in which has been pared 
away every word that does not ad- 
vance thought and theme. And 
yet, except for a few words (like 
(fankle), compactness is not a- 
chieved at the expense of clarity. 
Some of the writing makes one 
think of the author of the 
Imitation, but of a twentieth-cen- 
tury a Kempis free from any 
suspicion of pessimism: 


... It is a truism that it is 
better to know God than to 
know about God; but in fact ab- 
stract knowledge of God, if it 
could entail no knowing of God 
himself, would be so incomplete, 
so lacking in knowledge of the 
person of God, as to revert to 
ignorance. It is charity that pre- 
serves knowledge and alone 
gives it value, and charity is 
not love of an idea but of a 
person. (p. 26) 


There is an enlightening fore- 
word to the book by James Walsh, 
Ss. J., in which Scott-Moncrieff’s 
little work is related to what might 
be called its antecedents in spiri- 
tual writing, and in which its dif- 
ferences of purpose and of em- 
phasis from those antecedents is 
indicated. — Vincent M. Eaton, S. 
S., St. Charles College, Catons- 
ville, Md. 
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New Books for Every Priest 


| Readings In Church History, Volume I. From Pentecost to the 


Protestant Revolt, Edited by Colman J. Barry, O.S.B. A _ collection of 
primary source material in the history of the Catholic Church which will be 
of inestimable value to every teacher and serious student in the field. 

Cloth $7.50 Paper $2.95 


Morality And The Homosexual 4, sicnact 7. Bucktey, DD. The 


only Catholic book devoted exclusively to the subject of homosexuality. 
_ Fundamentally a contribution to pastoral theology, Father Buckley’s work 
will provide the priest with practical guidance in dealing with the problem. 


: All Lost In Wonder, Sermons on Theclogy and Life, by Walter J. 


Burghardt, S.J. \n intelligible and attractive language, Father Burghardt 
presents the richness of Catholic theology and its significance for contem- 
' porary living. These talks stress dogma rather than morality, belief rather 
| than conduct, thought rather than action. Soon. $3.75 


Catechism Of Catholic Social Teaching oy Amintore Fan- 


fani. Translated by Henry J. Yannone. Using the question and answer 
form, the author, a former Premier of Italy, provides a clear presentation 
of the political and social teaching of the Catholic Church. $2.75 


Sacraments And FOrgivEN@SS: sistory and Doctrinal Develop- 


ment of Penance, Extreme Unction, and Indulgences. Sources of Chris- 
tian Theology, Volume II. Edited by Paul F. Palmer, S.J., S.T.D. The 
only work by a Catholic scholar to present in English a fully documented 
study of Confession, indulgences, and the anointing of the sick —— practices 
which are regarded by most non-Catholics as the chief obstacles ee eb 

6.00 


nc a 


thing like a Catholic-Protestant accord. 


Encounters With Silence by Karl Rahner, S.J. Translated by James 


M. Demske, S.J. One of the most influential Catholic theologians in Europe 
at the present time, Father Rahner has written a series of prayerful con- 
siderations of, among other subjects, man’s relationship with God, sanctifica- 
tion of daily routine, fidelity to one’s calling. He proves that his theology is 
as practical as it is profound. .95 


Wherever good books are sold 
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A Bouquet 
For Our Holy Father 


tl the April issue Fr. Toulman 
inquires about the following 
question and answer appearing 
in Look magazine: “Doesn’t the 
Catholic Church encourage its 
members to vote for Catholic can- 
didates? No. It asks them to vote 
for the candidates best qualified 
regardless of religious affiliation. 
‘If there were two candidates for 
public office,’ remarked the late 
Samuel Cardinal Stritch of Chica- 
go, ‘one a Catholic and one a non- 
Catholic, and I was convinced that 
the non-Catholic was better quali- 
fied, I would not hesitate to cast 
my vote for him. My principle is 
simply: the best man for the of- 
fice.’ ” 

Father wonders if this may not 
be contradicted by the following 
provision of the recent Roman 
Synod, as quoted in Time Maga- 
zine: “The Church must maintain 
its right and duty to advise lay- 
men on how to vote in elections,” 
etc. 

There is no real contradiction 
here because the Roman Synod is 
obviously referring to matters of 
a moral or religious character in- 
volved in elections, where the 
Church certainly has the right and 
duty to instruct her members on 
these issues, and we are speaking 
of elections in which no such bas- 
ic issues are involved but merely 
what is commonly referred to as 
“partisan politics.” 

Since the Church’s jurisdiction 
is strictly spiritual, extending to 
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nothing that is not spiritual but 
to everything that is, the state- 
ment cited by the Roman Synod 
must be interpreted in this light. 
Hence Fr. Toulman is entirely cor- 
rect in thinking that he should 
vote according to his conscience, 
and that he has the duty of form- 
ing a right conscience in the light 
of the Church’s teachings. 


The entire Look article was de- 
signed to remove misconceptions 
concerning the stand of the 
Church on Church-State relations 
and thus promote not only con- 
versions but also the return of 
the separated religious commu- 
nities to Rome, the historic cen- 
ter of Christian unity. 

Incidentally, our Holy Father 
has made a tremendous contribu- 
tion to both these causes by his 
statement of March 13, when he 
promised that efforts will be made 
to make more widespread the use 
of the vernacular in public religi- 
ous ceremonies. This profoundly 
significant pronouncement was 
made to the residents of Rome’s 
Tiburtino district, who packed 
the Church of Our Lady of Succor, 
to which the Pontiff was making 
the second of his Lenten Sunday 
visits. Because of the rain, the 
scheduled procession was cancell- 
ed, and the litanies were chanted 
in the small, tightly packed 
church. 

The fact that there had been 
a half hour of Latin prayers be- 
fore a single word of Italian was 
spoken is thought to have prompt- 
ed His Holiness to make the state- 
ment concerning his wish for the 
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Sincreased use of the vernacular. In 
icommenting on this magnificent 
Hand timely utterance of the Holy 
i) Father the NC says: “What he did 
was to promise that the Church, 
' to show her wish to be ever clos- 
»er to the people who do not know 
* Latin, will do everything possible 
»to make her sacred ceremonies 
* better understood.” 


' From the beginning of his 
“reign our Holy Father has mani- 
* fested a kindness, sympathy and 
‘love for all and especially for the 


{ 


‘ common people, which has stirred 
' a world-wide response. It is pro- 
‘ bable, however, that none of his 
| pronouncements will do more to 
stimulate conversions and _ pro- 
mote the cause of the reunion of 
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the separated religious communi- 
ties than his recent magnificent 
and timely utterance. The fulfill- 
ment of this great promise will 
help enormously in making more 
intelligible and meaningful the 
public ceremonies of the Church 
not only to our own faithful but 
also to the increasingly large 
number of non-Catholic visitors. 


To encourage our Holy Father 
in the fulfillment of his  an- 
nounced plan and to show our 
profound gratitude and filial 
homage and love, we think it 
would be most appropriate if each 
reader of THE PrirsT would send 
a spiritual bouquet consisting of 
a Mass, the recitation of the Di- 
vine Office and a Rosary for our 
Holy Father and all his intentions 
and particularly the one in regard 
to the increased use of the ver- 
nacular. Along with many other 
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executing all types of figures, cruci- 
fixes, stations of the cross, reliefs, com- 
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priests we are sending such a 

bouquet today and we _ suggest 

that each reader do it right now. 
Sincerely in Our Lord, 
Rev. John A. O’Brien 
University of Notre Dame 


The Turin 
Shroud Again 


N THE March issue of THE 

Priest Father Francis L. Filas, 
S.J., long a proponent of the au- 
thenticity of the Shroud of Turin, 
adyances it as his personal opin- 
ion that this alleged relic can 
never be positively proven to be 
authentic. At the same time he 
maintains that no one can reject 
the Shroud’s claim either. 

This same argument was pro- 
posed five years ago by Father 
Werner Bulst, S.J., of Frankfurt, 
Germany in his book on the Holy 
Shroud (Bruce in Milwaukee got 
out the English translation). Fa- 
ther Bulst said that the authen- 
ticity of the Turin Shroud can- 
not be established on historical 
grounds, but insisted that there 
are no historical reasons either to 
disprove its authenticity. 

However, such eminent schol- 
ars as Father Josef Blinzler, a 
member of the faculty of the 
Catholic Academy of Philosophy 
and Theology at Passau, Bavaria, 
and Dr. Johann Michl, a contrib- 
utor to Theologie und Glaube, a 
magazine edited by the faculty of 
the Catholic Academy of Philoso- 
phy and Theology at Paderborn, 
Westphalia, have refuted even 
these negative arguments. 

Father Blinzler, in his book on 
the subject, pointed out that all 
the studies of the Turin Shroud 
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so far were based on photographic | 


reproductions only because the 


owners of the relic, the Royal 


House of Savoia, have never given 


permission for its chemical and 
X-ray examination. As a matter of 
fact no one even knows at this 


time where the alleged relic is 
kept. 

Father Blinzler also _ stresses 
the fact that Scripture offers no 
proof whatsoever for the authen- 
ticity of the Shroud. He points 
out that the Gospel of St. John 
refers to more than one shroud 
having been used to embalm the 
body of Christ, while the consid- 
erable size of the Turin linen 
linen would suppose the use of 
only one. 

Dr. Michl says that not a sin- 
gle authority of the time when 
the alleged relic was first report- 
ed, in the 14th century, consider- 
it to be genuine, and that not a 
single trace of such a relic can 
be found in the first Christian 
centuries. 

I tend to agree with Dr. Michl 
when he says that this whole con- 
troversy is “peripheral,” for the 
presence of Our Lord on our al- 
tars is far more important than 
any relic, be it even a true sou- 
venir of Christ, which certainly is 
not essential to the Faith. 

Litotes 
Wisconsin 


N A letter to the editor of | 


Christliche Kultur, a _ well- 


known Scripture scholar, profes- | 


sor in a Swiss seminary, makes 
the following points: 

“Because I am not versed in 
the field, I shall not venture an 
opinion on the theses touching 
the history of art as found in Al- 
red Huber’s article ‘Schweigt Gott 
zu den Werken Christlicher Kunst 
der Gegenwart;’ besides, in your 
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»preface to the article, you have 
ifortunately expressed several res- 
> ervations. 
' “And so I can limit myself to 
ithe passage in the article that 
* deals with the Shroud of Turin: 
' “Its authenticity having been 
® believed by a long list of high- 
) ranking ecclesiastical officials, the 
| Shroud of Turin is a relic which 
i has been highly venerated by 
/ many saints and Popes. Further- 
i more, from a scientific point of 
} view, the results of experiments 
1 show, as far as I know, that the 
) authenticity of the relic is some- 
thing we can consider to be 
proven.’ 

“On the contrary, it seems to 
-me that the German New Testa- 
/ment expert J. Blinzler in his 
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work Das Turiner Grablinnen und 
die Wissenschaft (Ettal 1952) has 
established the wunauthentic na- 
ture of the Shroud. If one is not 
prepared to go the full way in 
agreeing with that thesis, it none- 
theless remains true that the au- 
thenticity of the Shroud cannot 
at this present time be considered 
to be indisputably proven. 

As a matter of fact, by what 
possible research can its authen- 
ticity be proven so long as all 
studies done up to the present 
have had to be based only on 
photographs? How can there be 
scientific proof so long as the 
owners of the Shroud (The House 
of Savoy) continue to steadfastly 
oppose allowing the cloth to be 
submitted to experiments 
infra-red and _ ultra-violet rays, 
microscopic examinations, chemi- 
cal analysis? Why should anyone 
so sure of his position and thesis 
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refuse such an investigation? 

That the Shroud was _ highly 
honored by saints and Popes is a 
fact beyond question but what 
weight does that fact hold? The 
same can be said, for example, 
about the supposed House of the 
Holy Family at Loretto, a house 
about whose sudden disappear- 
ance from Nazareth no = au- 
thority knows anything; today, no 
reasonable man believes in the 
authenticity of this house. Then, 
too, just last year the Pope sent 
a Legate to Trier to honor the 
Holy Tunic, despite the fact that 
the Professor of Church History 
at Trier’s School of Theology has 
proven that this Tunic made its 
appearance in the 12th century at 
Trier and that it was assuredly 
entirely unknown in the 11th Cen- 
tury. 

“For too long a time now have 
we had people in the Catholic 
Church who feel they have a duty 
to present legends to Catholic 
folk. It seems high time we had 
an end to all this; otherwise, we 
should not be surprised when 
those not of our faith have for 
the Church only ridicule or dis- 
dain, or, at best, an indulgent 


smile. I think that an important 
mission in this matter falls to — 
Catholic newspapers.” —_ 

Benedictine 


From a 
Seminary Professor 


one just finished the current is- 

sue of THE Priest. As usual, I _ 
read just about everything in it, 
and I wish to compliment you. 

Variety of matter is a strong 
point with THe Priest. Discussion 
of practical priestly problems is 
another. Would that many more 
readers could be induced to con- 
tribute their views on the various 
debatable topics. No doubt, many 
of them are like me — reluctant 
to appear publicly before con- 
freres, and lacking confidence in — 
the worth of one’s ideas; so we 
simply put the letter off, hoping 
someone else will eventually say 
what we have in mind. Perhaps 
you could devise some sort of en- 
couragement-to-write program. 

What brings me out of my shell 
is threefold: 


First, and least important: To 
disagree with this Abbot Chapman 
(Feb., p. 166) about discouraging 
people who think they have a vo- 
cation. I can’t help feeling this 
excerpt is out of context. Except- 
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ing rare and unusual cases, I can- 
not concieve of any director dis- 
couraging a possible vocation. 


Second, and more important. To 
raise the forgotten point in all re- 
cent articles about preaching and 
related topics. The forgotten point 
is the VoIcE, the vocal instrument 
of the priest. With all due respect 
to composition of sermons, etc., 
why does everyone take the voice 
for granted? When a priest opens 
his mouth to speak, he makes a 
sound. That sound is pleasant or 
unpleasing, full or thin, warm or 
cold, strong or weak, clear or un- 
clear. Now, what makes the man’s 
voice to be those things is not the 
good grammar or the vivid ideas 
of the sermon, not meaningful 
gestures or facial expressions, but 


Invest 


} 
the condition of his vocal ma-- 
chine. And yet no one seems to’ 
mention the possibility of a fel- 
low’s being trained to produce 
sound that is attractive and pleas- 
ing. The obvious reason, I. sup- 
pose, for this basic unawareness 
of the problem is simply that. 
voice-training has not been given 
to future priests; how many 
speech-teachers in seminaries . 
know anything about the SCIENCE 
of voice? How many of them can 
help a weak voice become strong, 
a raspy voice clear? In my exper- 
ience, a fellow going into a semin- 
ary with a poor voice comes out — 
with a poor voice. 


The practical _ solution, of 
course, to this sad situation is: 
(1) make superiors aware of the 
problem; (2) have a man in every 
seminary learn something about 
voice-training. 

Third, and most important: To 
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suggest to all those engaged in so 

‘many vocational programs that 
our biggest concern should not 
™e more seminaries or more sem- 
marians, but more ordinands. 
"How few seminarians become 
Mpriests: one out of six or seven. 
7Can it be that only those few 
Vhave vocations? If not, then why 
‘do so many not go all the way? 
‘It seems to me that some time 
Sand attention should be given to 
ithis fact. Our seminaries are over- 
‘crowded; better screening meth- 
ods are in use to assure us of 
smore likely prospects. Shouldn’t 
then, some serious thought be 
given to increasing the number of 
our aspirants who become priests? 
Seminary Professor 


Radio Talks 


on Communism 


ess Joan Paul, Radio Director 

of the National Council of 
Catholic Men, was kind enough to 
‘suggest that I write you concern- 
ing the Anatomy Of Soviet Com- 
munism series produced by our 
organization. 

Originally presented over the 
Mutual Network, this 13-program 
radio series is now being made 
available to stations and groups 
through the country. It is being 
used as the basis for courses on 
Communism at the Universities of 
Colorado, Minnesota, and North 
Carolina and is currently being 
presented over the Yankee Net- 
work in collaboration with local 
AMVETS posts. 

We would appreciate your in- 
forming the readers of your pub- 
lication of the availability of the 
series. We are distributing the en- 
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from our mailbag: ... “We 
like the gold and ceramic 
stained glass effect windows 
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tire 13-program series for a total . 
cost of $36.30 and the script book- - 
let for fifty cents a copy. It is our’ 
feeling that the programs would . 
prove particularly valuable in con- : 
nection with the educational ac- 
tivities of organizations and in- 
stitutions. 


Dr. Isaiah Bard 
Radio-TV Officer 
Institute for the 
Study of the USSR 
1657 Broadway 
New York, 19 


Who Robbed Whom? 


N REGARD to the criticism 

made in “Currente Calamo” of 
Protestant clergy who wear “our” 
street attire, I am not at all sure 
that we can claim such a copy- 
right. In the Middle Ages the 
clergy were expected to wear a 
long coat (cassock) of some dark 
color. After the Reformation this 
clerical coat was more or less 
modified in both Catholic and 
Protestant countries. The modern 
Anglican and Jesuit cassocks are 
probably closest to the traditional 
style. However, both Catholic and 
Protestant clergy also adopted a 
shorter coat for ordinary street 
wear. This informal dress was 
forbidden in the Latin countries 
during the last century, but con- 
tinued in use in the Protestant 
countries. In this country the 
Council of Baltimore decided to 
conform to Protestant usage and 
prescribed the stock and frock 
coat, which has evolved into the 
present street wear. 


Actually, there is nothing par- 
ticularly “Catholic” about our 
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black suit or our “Roman” collar. 
Both are merely survivals of the 
old-fashioned custom—common to 
Catholics and Protestants, clergy 
and laity — of wearing black as a 
mark of dignity, with the stock 
which preceded the cravat as the 
standard neckwear. And of course 
many ministers do not wear any 
distinctive dress, a custom that 
is also observed by the Catholic 
clergy in Mexico and parts of Ger- 
many. But those who do cannot be 
accused of copying us, quite the 
contrary. 


I suppose the misunderstanding 
is due to the fact that ALL the Ca- 
tholic clergy have adopted the 
traditional Protestant street  at- 
tire, while many of the Protestant 
clergy have since abandoned it. 
Such a_ misunderstanding would 
not arise in a country like England 
where the Anglican clergy con- 
tinue to wear the kind of clothes 
they have always worn and where 
the Catholic clergy are perfectly 
aware of the fact that that they 
are copying their Protestant 
brethren. (According to English 
Law, only clergy of the Establish- 
ed Church are permitted to wear 
their cassocks on the street.) 


So it would seem that we are 
the ones who are “dishonest,” 
since we, who should be wearing 
the multi-buttoned Roman  sou- 
tane, have “the cheek, the gall” 
to copy the Protestant clergy. I 
don’t really think we are being 
dishonest, but we ARE dishonest 
when we turn around and say, 
“How dare you copy from us?” 

Presbyter 
New Jersey 


Anglican clerical garb includes 
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leggings, seldom worn except 
garden parties given on the pal-- 
ace grounds by Her Majesty, the: 
Head of the Church—It is hard! 
to understand why the Protestants 
should have invented a charac- 
teristic collar for themselves and 
then called it, not “Canterbury” 
or “Geneva,” but “Roman.”—Edi-: 
tor. 


‘Sartorial Dishonesty’ 


ALWAYS look forward to the: 

next issue of THE PRIEST, but 
“Sartorial Dishonesty” (Cur-+ 
rente Calamo,’ March, 1960) 
moved me to exclaim out loud 
“Amen”! Isn’t it time we do some- 
thing about this mimicry? Must 
the confusion increase and the! 
sheep grow more uncertain of the: 
shepherd as this mimicry spreads? ' 


It seems feasible to me _ that! 
some sort of insignia might be: 
adopted which is distinctively Ca-- 
tholic; this could be a medal or: 
possibly a woven cloth emblem.. 
Offhand I thought of a design—- 
the words “Una, Sancta, Catholi-- 
ca, Apostolica’” imposed over the: 
papal Tiara. In white—or possibly? 
gold and white—this would be: 
quite noticeable sewed on _ the: 
breast pocket of the priest’s black: 
suit and also on the left breast of! 
his top coat. 

Restrictive distribution could) 
be handled through the Chancery; 
Offices to priests in good stand-. 
ing. Mass production would make} 
the price quite reasonable, and I! 
suppose the design could be copy-) 
righted or registered too. Actual- 
ly, I doubt if such a distinctively! 
“Roman” emblem would’ be 
adopted by the Protestant clergy. 
After all, an emblem must be 
worn or not worn—it cannot be 
gradually adopted over the years, 
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; Just think of bumping into an 
funfamiliar priest at the Airport 
fand being able to greet him glad- 
‘ty as a brother-priest (without 
*he usual diffidence and cautious 
reserve) simply because of the 
‘bit of white cloth worn over his 
Bheart. One can imagine the em- 
thlem, with proper Ecclesiastical 
japproval, being used in other 
iways: Father Dribble, practicing 
is C.Y.O. basketball team, is re- 
scognized and respected for what 
‘he is by the distinctive emblem 
fsewn on the front of his sweat- 
ishirt; Fr. Duffer, teeing off for 
Sthe first green, is easily recogni- 
ized as a priest-on-his-day-off by 
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the easily seen emblem on his 
shirt pocket. 

I certainly do not intend the 
above as the last word on the 
subject Let’s kick the idea 
around. Someone might come up 
with just the right suggestion 
which the Hierarchy of the Uni- 
ted States might seriously consi- 
der. At any rate, my heartfelt 
thanks to THE Priest for having 
the courage to speak out on this 
controversial subject and to label 
this sacerdotal aping for what it 
is indeed: “Sartorial Dishonesty.” 


Sincerely yours, in Mary. 
Robt. Turgeon, S.M. 
Nampa, Idaho, 


Correction 


M4 I point out to you an 

error which appeared in my 
article— “Our Parish Instruction 
Class,’ March, 1960 — either as 


e @ 
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the result of my tired typewriter 
or perhaps an error of the print- 
er? On page 291 in the lower left- 
hand column, one reads these 
words: “The first 45 minutes 
were given over to questions on 
the matter of the previous Tues- 
days.” Actually, it ought to have 
read as follows: “The first 45 
minutes were given over to the 
lecture proper—during which I 
followed the text very closely: 
the last 15 minutes .were given 
over to questions on the matter 
covered during the evening or, if 
such questions were lacking, on 
the matter of the previous Tues- 
days.” The above error I mention 
lest any of the brethren, who 
read the article, question the 
principles of pedagogy used in 
the Instruction Class. 

Thanking you for your kind- 
ness, I am, 


Cordially, 


James J. Gilhooley 
St. Monica’s Church 
New York City 


Suggests More 
Frequent Bination 


E have faculties to binate on 
First Fridays, day of a wed- 
ding and funeral. When a priest 
has a mission for the good of 
souls, it would be helpful if we 
could binate and have a Mass at 
each parish on First Saturdays, 
Ash Wednesday, Thanksgiving 
Day, and Memorial Day. Perhaps 
some parishes would also get a 
crowd on Labor Day. 
J. H. Wolvers 
Sacred Heart Church 
Rutland, Illinois 
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